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Inside this issue…

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE!
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” - Jeremiah 29:11
When the prophet Jeremiah brought this word of the Lord to God’s people, they were facing the 
most difficult time they had ever seen in their lives. They were strangers in a strange land. God’s 
people had been exiled from the Promised Land to live in Babylon for 70 years. They had been 
displaced from all that was comfortable, familiar, and secure. They were mourning over the loss of 
their stable past, feeling a lack of control over their present circumstances, and anxious about their 

uncertain future. 
In many respects, we are experiencing some of those same feelings today. We are not living in exile in a foreign 
country; we are sheltering in place in our own homes. Actually, much of life has not changed for us. However, much 
of life and our world has changed a great deal! For the foreseeable future, we will be making adjustments to a new 
way of living and those adjustments will most certainly impact nearly every activity.
Such sweeping and unexpected changes, and in such a short period of time, leave many of us feeling caught off 
guard and uneasy. But there is good news. The words of God’s prophet speak to us today and offer us hope for the 
future. Consider these promises of God:

• God loves us. Indeed, God loves the whole world and cares for all people.
• God has already provided for our greatest needs by sending His Son Jesus.
• Jesus died to give us life and He lives again so that we may live forever.
• God will never leave us nor forsake us. He is always with us.
• God has great plans for us. He knows His plans, even if we do not yet.
• God’s plans are always for our good and His glory. Our hope is in Him.
• God calls us to follow Him in confident faith and with steady trust in Him.
• The future may be new and uncertain to us; it is not to God. 
• God is always at work for us. We rest in Him and serve Him in joy.
• God is the same – yesterday, today, and forever. In Him we have peace.

May God bless you with the assurance of His love and the joy of His promises. What a time this is to be the Church. 
God is with us and working through us to bring hope to the world. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen.           Pastor Paul

June 2020
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Discipleship Opportunities

Zion noiZ
Zion noiZ contains the information we want to make noise about, to celebrate, to invite others, to tell the 

world. Notice the way that it is capitalized, as if a reflection, this reminds us that we are a reflection of Zion: 
what we do and how we conduct ourselves all reflect upon Zion.

LET’S GO OUT AND MAKE SOME NOIZ FOR ZION!

PLANNING FOR WHEN ZION 
IS ALLOWED TO REOPEN

 As we continue to worship together while physically staying apart, Zion has 
begun to plan for the day when we are allowed again to worship in one place. It might 
take awhile for that day to come but eventually it will and Zion wants to be ready! 
Zion has begun assessing how best to ensure the health, safety and physical welfare of 
our members, visitors and the greater community once in-person services resume. We 
look to ensure that everyone will feel safe, comforted and welcomed. We are studying 
all aspects of our physical space, worship services, fellowship practices and foot-traffic 
flow. Guidance will be provided in advance of reopening. Zion will also follow any 
relevant state and local guidelines in effect at that time. Worship might look different 
when we are together again, but it will be a blessing to behold!
 In the meantime, please continue to worship together with us virtually! 
Zion has worked hard to maintain a robust and uplifting online service with many 
participants across the Bay Area, the country and the world every week. Join us live on 
Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 11:00am (PDT) via:
• Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ZionLutheranChurchPiedmont/
• Website:  https://zlc.online.church/
• Or by downloading and using the Zion Lutheran App on your smartphone or tablet
 You may also participate in services at your convenience. Just click worship 
24/7 under the worship online drop down menu on the church website or in the app.
Remember to connect with others! Phone calls, emails, texts, cards and Zoom groups 
are all appreciated by our members and families. Thinking about someone you haven’t 
seen or heard from in awhile? Reach out to them!

Please continue to pray for God’s will to be done, for His church, and for Zion. 
And please continue to generously give towards the mission of Zion. There are 
multiple, convenient ways to do so:
• By using the secure Subsplash Giving (if you aren't already doing so) page in the Zion 
website or the Give tab in the Zion app
• Electronic checks through your bank
• Mailing your check to Zion (we have a new steel, locked mailbox)
Looking forward to being able to praise God together again safely at Zion.

Remember you are the church! Be the church wherever you are!

 SMALL GROUPS
Are you meeting on Zoom?

Hugh Bartlett led his Centering 
Prayer group using Zoom. Iron Men 
are getting together. We encourage 

you to get your small groups together 
virtually. If you are already doing so 

AWESOME! If not, consider giving it 
a try.

PORTALS OF PRAYER
We have extra copies of Portals of 

Prayer. Pastor Oatman shared some 
extras with us. If you would like a copy, 

they are available on a stand outside 
by the church office. Stop by and pick 
one up the next time you are out and 

about.

WHILE YOU HAVE 
BEEN AWAY

Several thing have been happening at 
Zion while you have been away. Some 

of the projects are: the parking lot 
has been sealed and repainted, a new 
mailbox has been installed outside the 
office, and the hillside has been cleared 

and four dead trees removed. 
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JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH 

YOUTH NEWS

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS
Wednesday Bible Class has been meeting every week from 
10:00-11:00 a.m. via Zoom. We enjoy seeing each other, 
catching up on news from our home fronts and engaging 
in a lively and spirited discussion of God’s Word. Everyone 
is welcome to join us any and all Wednesdays that work for 
you. In June we will be finishing up the final chapters of 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans and then we will launch into 
an in-depth study of the Gospel of St. John. Written last of 
the four Gospels, this Gospel presents a great deal of material 
that is not included in the accounts of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke. Join us and be blessed!

What a crazy time this has been. I have heard from many 
of you and want to remind everyone that I am here for you. 
Text me and I will do what I can to help you. School is 
different for every school, seniors are trying to finish strong. 
Everyone has to do their distance learning as each teacher 
wants it to be. Show up for a Zoom meeting, send in a paper, 
make a video, do this online work, etc. It gets exhausting and 
a few things many even get “accidentally” overlooked and 
missed. 
 Right now I want to tell you to STOP. Take a step back 
and take time with God. Start your day with some prayer 
and a scripture reading, walk away from the computer, take 
a break and walk outside to find a wonder of God’s creation 
(flowers, leaves, lizards, birds, clouds, stars). Then get back to 
all the things that you have to do. After you are “done” for the 
day don’t forget to thank God of all of His benefits to you. 
You can get through this with His help.
 We also want to honor our graduating Senior. Sam 
Harger who will graduate from Castro Valley High in a 
virtual ceremony on Friday, May 29th. His plan is to attend 
Chabot College for two years. He is enrolled in the guarantee 
to transfer program and hopefully he will know what he 
wants to do by then. As a bonus, Zion gets to have him 
around for two more years!
 Congratulations to Mae and Nolan, they both did 
an incredible job at Zion First Ever Zoom Confirmation 
Questioning. It was a great event with Mae, Nolan, Pastor, 
Mr. Harger, many family members and several church 
members. We now anxiously await for the time when  both 
Mae and Nolan can partake in the rite of Confirmation in 
the sanctuary at Zion. This will be a glorious celebration of 
their commitment to God.

IRON MEN
One way or another you can join the Iron Men on 

Thursday, June 4th at 7:00 PM via Zoom
It was decided to gather every two weeks via Zoom.

So the again on June 18th.
We will gather for fellowship, fun and the study of God’s 
Word. The “manly” meal will be on your own obviously if 
we meet by Zoom again and even if we meet in person for 
this month.
Our Zoom Meeting information.
Topic: Iron Men 
Time: June 4, 2020 7:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89223668000?pwd=QlZRV
VlxWWdwaHJpQzN1MVYvNW0ydz09
Meeting ID: 892 2366 8000
Password: 353961
See you there!
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HOUSE OF HOPE
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!
The Christian Concerns Committee is pleased and grateful to report that $1995 
was donated to the 2020 Lenten project House of Hope. These funds will be 
forwarded to House of Hope for basic necessities for the women in crisis staying 
there.

GOD BLESS ZION AND IT’S GENEROSITY!!!

Church Humor:  
Adam’s counter offer

God looks down and notices that Adam is all alone while all the animals have companions, so he decides 
to create a companion for man as well. He comes to see Adam and says to him, “Adam, you are my greatest 
creation and therefore, I am going to create for you the ultimate companion. She will worship the very ground 
you walk on, she will long for you and no other, she will be highly intelligent, she will wait on you hand and foot 
and obey your every command, she will be beautiful, and all it will cost you is an arm and a leg.” Thinking for a 
few moments, Adam replies, “What could I get for a rib?”

The church gossip
Mildred, the church gossip and self-appointed arbiter of the church’s morals, kept sticking her nose into other 
people’s business. Several residents were unappreciative of her activities, but feared her enough to maintain their 
silence. She made a mistake, however, when she accused George, a new member, of being an alcoholic, after she 
saw his pickup truck parked in front of the town’s only bar one afternoon. She commented to George and others 
that everyone seeing it there would know what he was doing.
George, a man of few words, stared at her for a moment and then just walked away. He didn’t explain, defend, 
or deny. He said nothing.
Later that evening, George quietly parked his pickup in front of Mildred’s house.......and left it there all night.



5

SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY
Multiply Disciples

TAKING A WALK WITH MY “ABBA” FATHER
“And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out“Abba, Father.” Therefore 
you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” (Galatians 4: 6-7)
Because of Jesus, we are adopted into God’s family. God is our Father, our Creator, our sustainer and our guide.“He was in 
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own 
did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name: who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 
1:12-13 NKJV)
We are adopted into God’s family with the full rights and privileges and responsibilities as when a person is adopted 
into a family. A forever family. A new home. While studying for a graduate level degree, I learned that a sound common 
throughout languages is “Abba”, and it is often used towards a person of trust. Just listen to a toddler learning to speak, 
“Abba Abba” and you will know what I mean. Our Abba Father is the One who made us. He is our creator. As a potter uses 
a bit of clay, God took a handful of dust and fashioned it into a man and breathed into him the Spirit of life. We are God’s 
workmanship. We are created in His image to bring glory to Him. We were created to worship Him. He hears our prayers. 
He promises to always be with us. Like a father, He walks beside us and sometimes carries us. Our Abba Father created us 
and all things. We learned in the First Article of The Apostles Creed in Martin Luther’s Small Catechism “I believe that God 
has made me and all creatures, that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my reason and all 
my senses, and still preserves them.” (Luther’s Small Catechism p. 91)
Looking at God’s magnificent work, we see the mountains, rivers; the beauty of the wing of a butterfly, or the grasp of a 
tiny hand around your finger. And His love permeates all of Creation. He is our Creator and Sustainer. He made all things 
and knows all that we need. He knows what is best for our life; what will bring glory to Him. At times we wonder what will 
happen – what will the future hold? We sing: “Have no fear, little flock; Have no fear, little flock, For the Father has chosen 
to give you the kingdom; Have no fear, little flock. Praise the Lord, high above, Praise the Lord high above, For He swoops 
down to heal you, Uplift and restore you. Praise the Lord high above. - (LSB #735 Have no Fear)
Because of Jesus, we are children of God, heirs of God (Romans 8:17). Deuteronomy 33:27: “The eternal God is your 
refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms.” God gives us all good gifts. Matthew 7:11: “If you then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in Heaven give good gifts to those who
ask Him.” Creator, Sustainer and Guide. As the children of Israel fled Egypt, God led them by day in a cloud and a pillar 
of fire by night (Exodus 13:20-22). God was protecting and guiding His children and He guides and protects us now. Jesus 
says, “Let not your heart be troubled, you believe in God, believe also in Me (John 14:10-11). He is guiding us and shaping 
us into instruments of His glory. “But now, O Lord, You are our Father; We are the clay – You are the Potter; And all we are 
is the work of Your hands.” (Isaiah 64:8)
As we walk with our Father, we praise Him for His creation, His redeeming grace and for His guidance. 

“With prayer the Father we implore; 
O Father, radiance, evermore; 

We plead with Thee for grace and power to conquer in temptation’s hour
Alleluia

To guide what’er we nobly do,
With love all envy to subdue

To give us grace Our wrongs to bear To make ill fortune turn to fair.
Alleluia”

- (LSB #874 O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright)
We have a God and Father who gives us an inheritance because of Jesus. “A living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.” (I Peter 1:3)
We can walk with our Abba Father because we are His children through Jesus. 
Marlene S. Grunow
Prayer Ministry
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Sam Harger graduated from Castro 
Valley High May 29, 2020 
He plans to attend Chabot College 
in the guarantee to transfer 
program

Isaak Barrat
will graduate June 20, 2020 

from Monroe High School in 
Monroe, Washington.

Mariane Stimbra-Mora 
graduated May 17th with 
a Master’s in Social Work 
from Cal State East Bay.


