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SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY
Inside this issue…

Pastor Paul writes…
!e season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th. Lent provides us with an opportunity 
for quiet re"ection and humble repentance as we prepare to observe Holy Week and to celebrate 
Easter Sunday. !is year we will again be providing online Lenten midweek services on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. Zion will be conducting the services in partnership with St. Peter’s, San 
Leandro, and Grace, Hayward. Pastor Paul and Pastor Mark Oatman will be leading the services 
together, sharing in the preaching, liturgy, and prayers. 
!e theme of our Wednesday evening Lenten services is “Return to the Lord” based on the words 

of the prophet Joel: “Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love; and He relents over disaster.” (Joel 2:13)
In the Book of Joel, the prophet warns of the coming judgment of God, the Day of the Lord. He uses compelling and 
powerful images to describe the terrible events to come and, at the same time, he lovingly and urgently calls us all to 
repentance and faith. !is is precisely where the key verse sounds its beautiful note of grace and hope in God’s mercy, 
which is ultimately revealed in the Person and work of Jesus Christ.
During this season of Lent, we will examine how the call to return played out in practical ways for the people who 
walked alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God’s grace and mercy on our behalf, taking God’s wrath 
upon Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him.” (Joel 2:14) 
Each sermon in this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the people involved in the 
event. Studying the events and people helps us connect with our own sinful nature, to emphasize how we have turned 
away from the Lord, and to reinforce and rejoice in God’s call for us to return to Him with all our heart. 
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17th:  “A Call to Return”    Joel’s prophecy and us
Wednesday, Feb. 24th:   “Return to Prayer”    Peter, James, and John
Wednesday, March 3rd:  “Return from Betrayal”  Judas 
Wednesday, March 10th:  “Return from False Witness”  Judas 
Wednesday of Lent 4:   “Return from Denial”    Peter
Wednesday of Lent 5:   “Return to the Kingdom of God”  Pontius Pilate 
I hope that you will join us in this journey and I pray that you will join me in returning to the Lord and in receiving His 
gracious mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior!
God’s peace be with you,   Pastor Paul
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS  !
Wednesday Bible Class continues a fascinating study of the New Testament book 
of Hebrews.  !e book of Hebrews presents Jesus Christ as the complete, #nal, and 
perfect ful#llment of all of the Old Testament ceremonies, institutions, sacri#ces, 
and symbols. 
Jesus is greater than the angels, greater than Moses, greater than Aaron and the 
priesthood, greater than the entire system of worship which preceded and anticipated the arrival of the Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world forever by His sacri#cial su$ering and death and His glorious and 
victorious resurrection. 
We need not approach God in fear. We need not present our own righteousness before Him. We need not come with our 
own sacri#ces. Christ has done everything necessary on our behalf, so that by God’s grace we can approach God con#dently 
though Jesus. Drawing upon the rich imagery of the Old Testament, the writer to the Hebrews summons us to a bold and 
living faith!
Dr. Martin Luther wrote of Hebrews: “We #nd, then, in this excellent lesson, the comforting doctrine taught that Christ is 
He whom we should know as the Priest and Bishop of our souls; that no sin is forgiven, nor the Holy Spirit given, by reason 
of works or merit on our part, but alone through the blood of Christ.”
Wednesday Bible Class continues to meet every week from 10:00-11:00 a.m. via Zoom. !e Zoom invitation goes out to 
the Zion community via e-mail. We always enjoy seeing each other and we engage in lively and spirited discussions of God’s 
Word. We would love to have you join us any and every Wednesday morning that works for you!

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH NEWS
Amazingly, I just handed out the confirmation questioning study guide to 
this year’s confirmands. This made me think back to all of the confirmation 
students that I have had over the past decade that I have been in place as Zion’s 
Youth Director. It has been a privilege to be the confirmation instructor and a 
joy to see all of these young people be confirmed. I have kept in touch with 
some and others have moved on to other places around the country and the 
world. What is astonishing to me , is the reach that God and Zion has through 
all of these confirmands.

This year the Confirmation Questioning is on May 1, 2021 at 10:00 am, either 
in-person or via Zoom, depending on the state of the ID 19 pandemic and our 
stay-at-home orders.  Confirmation is May 2, 2021, either in-person or during 
our live-stream worship service. The use of the technology that we have is an 
incredible way to share and witness to the world.

Zion’s live-stream is seen throughout the United States of America, and 
regularly in several other countries including, Chile, Canada, and Germany. 
Many of you youth have had a part in the creation and production of Zion’s 
on-line ministry. While this is amazing, we, all of us, have the wonderful and 
awesome task of sharing Jesus with everyone around us: our neighbors, co-
workers, classmates, family, and friends. We are enabled and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to go and join Jesus in the mission.

Sadly, still no in-person events for us, but prayerfully and with an abundance 
of care, we will be able to meet in-person gain soon. Then we will get together 
and have some fun!

HOW CAN YOU CONNECT WITH OTHERS?
  Send a card   Send an email      Send a text      Give someone a call 

Drop a small gift off on your neighbors porch (then do a doorbell & dash) 
	 	 	 	Pick	and	share	your	flowers		 		Bake	and	share	some	cookies
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Church Humor: 

The Parrot
There was a little old lady who was nearly blind, and she had three sons who wanted to prove which one was 
the best to her.
on  ou ht her a roo  an ion  thin in  thi  woul  urel  e the e t that an  o  the  coul  o er her.
on  ou ht her a eauti ul erce e  with a chau eur inclu e  thin in  thi  woul  urel  win her a ro al.

Son #3 had to do something even better, so he bought her a parrot that he had been training for 15 years to mem-
orize the entire Bible. You could ask the parrot any verse in the Bible and he could quote it word for word. What 
a gift that would be.

ell  the ol  la  went to the r t on an  ai  on  the hou e i  u t or eou  ut it  reall  uch too i  or 
e.  onl  li e in one roo  an  it  too lar e to clean an  ta e care o .  reall  on t nee  the hou e  ut than  

you anyway.”
hen he con ronte  her econ  on with  on  the car i  eauti ul. t ha  e er thin  ou coul  e er want on it  
ut  on t ri e an  reall  on t li e the chau eur o lea e return the car.
e t  he went to on  an  ai  on   u t want to than  ou or our o t thou ht ul i t. hat chic en wa  

delicious.”
Some Church Bulletin Bloopers

Announcement in the church bulletin for a National PRAYER & FASTING Conference: 
he co t or atten in  the a tin  an  ra er con erence inclu e  eal .

Our youth basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8 pm in the recreation hall. 
Come out and watch us kill Christ the King.

i  harlene a on an   will not a  thi  wa  a ain  
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

a ie  on t or et the ru a e ale. 
t  a chance to et ri  o  tho e thin  not worth ee in  aroun  the hou e. 

on t or et our hu an .
he eace a in  eetin  che ule  or to a  ha  een cancele  ue to a con ict.

he er on thi  ornin  e u  al  on the ater . 
he er on toni ht  earchin  or e u
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A Vision of Love

“For God so loved the world the He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

“Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus 
Vast, unmeasureable, boundless, free!

Rolling as a mighty ocean
in its fullness over me.

Underneath me, all around me
is the current of Your love

leading onward, leading homeward
to Your glorious rest above.”

(Oh the deep, deep love, Samuel T. Francis, verse 1)
February - the love month. Signs of hearts and valentine cards and candy are already in the stores and we’ve just ended the 
twelfth day of Christmas! Husbands and wives select romantic gifts, friends exchange gifts and cards. !ere are as many ways 
to show love as there are types of love. !ere are acts of love in a family and acts of God’s love.
In a family, most acts of love come on a daily basis, not just on a “Hallmark holiday.” It is the things we do each day to help 
one another. Going on a hike, my sons will point out large rocks or obstacles and my husband’s arm comes under my right 
arm to support and guide me as that is my blind side. Removing obstacles and supporting are ways of showing love. On 
Christmas day I received an email from a person that my parents would take each Sunday to church and Sunday school. 
It has been decades since I have seen her, but she wanted to say thank you for the Christian foundation she was given as 
a child. No matter how cramped we were in the back seat (no seat belts: long ago!), my mother, whose middle name was 
“bring the children to Jesus!”, insisted on picking up Barbie each Sunday. And I received an email thanking me for insisting 
that she had that foundation of faith. What an encouragement!
And there is God’s love both in the Old Testament Hebrew, hesed, indicating an everlasting commitment to His people 
(Pastor Aldrich, email, 12/29/2020) and in the Greek, agape love, a love that is reserved for God, for this gift of His only 
begotten Son at Christmas, and a Redeemer at Easter.
One outward sign that a Christian should exhibit is love. “By this all will know that you are my disciples if you have love for 
one another” (John 15:35). Jesus tells us to love one another. Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good and what 
the Lord requires of you but to do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” Christians ought to 
have a heart of love for each other; a heart for justice and for kindness. When people look at how you are living, they should 
be able to see God’s light shining through us. “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey His commandments. For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome.” (1 John 5:24)
We can show love to each other by encouraging each other. I think of this as a “ministry of encouragement.” “Encourage 
each other” (1 !essalonians 5:11). “Encouragement is what the gospel feels like as it moves from one believer to another. 
!e ministry of encouragement therefore isn’t optional, or just for people who have a knack for it.” (Ray Ortlund, Desiring 
God ministries, 12/08/2020).
Encouragement is a kind of love that ministers to God’s people. We uplift each other with words of kindness, cheer, 
consolation and hope. We can send a text or an email, a card or a hymn or a photo. Just letting someone know that you are 
thinking of them. And praying for them. !e Holy Spirit is our Encourager or Helper (John 14:26). God sends a helper to 
encourage us so that we can encourage each other. In encouraging each other, we show love to each other and point them 
to God’s love. We become a church without walls. If you are not sure what or to whom you can show encouragement, ask 
God. He will show you! I have not met anyone who is not in need of encouragement.
God sends us an encourager, the Holy Spirit, and He sends us a Savior: this is agape love. “!at while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

What wondrous love is this, oh my soul, oh my soul!
What wondrous love is this, oh my soul!

What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of Bliss,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?
(What wondrous love, Lutheran Book of Worship, #585)

!is agape love of God, that He would put aside His place in eternity, the Lord of all creation, the Ruler of the Universe, 
to become as one of us, without sin, is almost unfathomable. !e kindness we show to each other, the acts of love we give 
to each other, are like a “preschool watercolor to God’s Rembrandt, a vacant lot dandelion to a garden rose.” (Max Lucado, 
3:16 the Numbers of Hope, p. 38)
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Zion noiZ
Zion noiZ contains the information we want to make noise about, to celebrate, to invite others, to tell the 

world. Notice the way that it is capitalized, as if a re"ection, this reminds us that we are a re"ection of Zion: 
what we do and how we conduct ourselves all re"ect upon Zion.

LET’S GO OUT AND MAKE SOME NOIZ FOR ZION!

Stuart !ompson wrote the modern hymn “How deep the Father’s love for us” in praise of God’s agape love and on 
honoring Christ in our worship.

“How deep the Father’s love for us
How vast beyond all measure

!at He should give His only Son
To make this wretch a treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss
!e Father turns His face away,

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.”

(How deep the Father’s love, Stuart Townsend 2012)
We have examples of how to love and encourage one another. We have God’s agape love and we have His command: 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your mind. !is is the #rst and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:37-39)
O Lord, help us to show love and encouragement to each other. !ank you for the utmost gift of Love, Your only Son to 
pay the debt we owe. Help us to be givers of Your love so that we might show Your love to others. Amen.

“Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart –
His wounds have paid my ransom.”
(How deep the Father’s love, verse 2)

– Marlene S. Grunow
prayer ministry

Iron Men 
Zion Men's Fellowship and Bible Study Group

We hope you can join the 
Iron Men Zoom 

Thursday Nights!  January 28 - February 11 - February 25

WE ARE BEGINNING A NEW STUDY 

Please consider joining this group for a great time of 
fellowship and growing together in God’s Word.
Join us whenever you can via Zoom  every other Thursday 
night at 7:00 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84719827465?pwd=bzJpVGg4R

Uk5WGplRm0vVVFCNzYrZz09
Meeting ID: 847 1982 7465    Passcode: 577762
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CATECHISM CORNER
We do not often use this creed or even parts of this creed, however it is one of the three universal or ecumenical 
creeds.

This creed emphasizes the Trinity. It is good of us to review.
Athanasian Creed
Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic faith. Which faith except every one 
do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly.
And the catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither confounding the 
Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of 
the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one: the glory equal, the 
majesty coeternal. Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father uncreated, the Son 
uncreated, and the Holy Ghost uncreated. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy 
Ghost incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost eternal. And yet they are not three 
Eternals, but one Eternal. As there are not three Uncreated nor three Incomprehensibles, but one Uncreated and one 
Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy Ghost almighty. And yet they 
are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet 
they are not three Gods, but one God. So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord. And 
yet not three Lords, but one Lord. For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person 
by Himself to be God and Lord, So are we forbidden by the catholic religion to say, There be three Gods, or three 
Lords.
The Father is made of none: neither created nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone; not made, nor created, but 
begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son: neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this 
Trinity none is before or after other; none is greater or less than another; But the whole three Persons are coeternal 
together, and coequal: so that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be 
worshiped. He, therefore, that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity.
Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe faithfully the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man; 
God of the Substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and Man of the substance of His mother, born in the 
world; Perfect God and perfect Man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father as touching 
His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His manhood; Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is 
not two, but one Christ: One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking the manhood into God; One 
altogether; not by confusion of Substance, but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, 
so God and Man is one Christ; Who suffered for our salvation; descended into hell, rose again the third day from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven; He sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty; from whence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall give an 
account of their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, 
into everlasting fire.
This is the catholic faith; which except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.

TRIVIA NIGHT on January 23rd,
Bill Keep and Rachel Harger were in fourth from last! 
They won!




