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SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY
Inside this issue…

SEEING GOD’S PLAN FOR US AND HIS CHURCH!
Pastor Paul writes…
Happy New Year! We are all hoping for the new year to usher in a return to life as we knew it before 
March of last year. Of course, we know that the return will take some time yet and even when it 
comes, life is not going to return to exactly the way it was. Life is like that. Unexpected things happen 
and life changes. I distinctly remember, years ago, when I brought Communion on one occasion to 
one of my older home-bound members. Her name was Viva and she was 104 at the time. I asked her 
what advice she had to offer to a young whippersnapper like me. She thought for a long moment and 

then responded with four simple words. She said: “Learn to accept change.” Wise words indeed. I’ve been trying.
Accepting change isn’t always easy, but it is essential for growth. It’s good to ask the Lord for help to accept what has 
changed and to pray for guidance to understand what opportunities the change holds for us. In worship we regularly ask 
the Lord for help and pray for His guidance. On Sunday, January 3rd we observed the Festival of the Epiphany of our 
Lord. In the first lesson that day, we heard the prophet Isaiah proclaim: “Lift up your eyes all around and see!” (Isaiah 
60:4) Those are helpful words for dealing with change.
“Lift up your eyes” is call to action. It demands initiative, purpose, and planning on our part. It is a call that demands a 
deliberate response from us. Will we lift up our eyes?
“All around” is an important reminder to take in all our surroundings. Where are we? What is going on around us? How 
is God moving in our midst? Will we look all around?
“And see” is a call to focus our attention. What can we learn from the changes? What are the possibilities before us? 
What new opportunities await us? What will we see?
All of this, and so much more, is expressed in our theme for 2021 
at Zion, which is: “Seeing God’s plan for us and His church!” We 
don’t know what the future holds, but we know Who holds the 
future and Who holds us. Our gracious God sent His Son Jesus 
Christ to be born and to live among us, to suffer and to die for our 
salvation, and to rise again to give us new life in His name. This 
same gracious God holds us and holds the future in His loving 
hands. Let us pray for the eyes of our hearts to be enlightened, so 
that we may see God’s plan for us and for His church in the days 
ahead! 
Epiphany joy be yours in Christ,   Pastor Paul
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS  !
A new year means a new invitation to join us for Wednesday morning Bible Class! On Wednesday, January 6th we resume 
our study of the Book of Hebrews.
Some of the treasures and truths that await us in this incredible book include: God’s Rest (chapter 4), Jesus, our High 
Priest (chapter 5), Perseverance (chapter 6), God Forgives and Forgets (chapter 8), Confidence in Christ (chapter 10), the 
marvelous  Hall of Heroes of the Faith (chapter 11), and so much more. 
Wednesday Bible Class continues to meet every week from 10:00-11:00 a.m. via Zoom. The Zoom invitation goes out to 
the Zion community via e-mail. We always enjoy seeing each other and we engage in lively and spirited discussions of God’s 
Word. We would love to have you join us any and every Wednesday morning that works for you!

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH NEWS
It is with great sadness that I announce to you that our Winter Snow Retreat 
will not be happening this year. Another great and fun time that the COVID 
pandemic has taken from us. However, somethings never do change, while 
we will not be enjoying the Nelson/Murphy Cabin, the snow, skiing, tubing, 
games and fellowship, we still can and will enjoy the Word of God and God 
being with us. 
We have just finished celebrating the Advent season as we waited and 
prepared for our coming Savior, and now we quickly move through the 
CHristmas season to Epiphany. The twelve days of Christmas between 
December 25 and January 6. We celebrate Jesus coming down to us; we 
rejoice with the Magi: we bring our gifts to Him as well.
Jesus has come to the world! As we wait for His second coming, we are on 
His mission with Him.  We are to Go and Tell the Good New that Jesus is 
with us, He died for us, rose for us, paid the price for our sins; so that we 
can be seen as perfect and blameless before the Father and enjoy eternity in 
heaven. This is the greatest gift that we can offer to others, sharing the Good 
News.
It is my prayer that all of you are successfully navigating your way through 
all of your virtual classes and academic endeavors.  I pray for our seniors 
as they apply and get accepted to colleges, for all students as they do their 
studies. May God richly bless you in all that you do.

PILLOWCASE THANK YOU
Zion has always been a very generous congregation, and the annual Christian Concerns Committee Pillowcase project for 
City Team /Oakland was no exception!!!  Your generous donations of $967 enabled  the Christian Concerns Committee to 
fill 41handmade Christmas pillowcases with shampoo/body wash, shave cream and razors,  toothpaste, toothbrushes,  floss, 
deodorant, a snack bag of cookies and candy, socks (2 pair each) and a towel and wash cloth.   The pillowcases also included  2 
T-shirts each, donated by a Zion member,  knit caps and scarves made by our Zion knitters and face masks, made by Carolyn 
Dal Ferro.  The pillowcases have been delivered to City Team /Oakland.  In a year with so much uncertainty,  your very 
generous financial response has made this project a huge success!!!  

THANK  YOU ZION MEMBERS FOR YOUR LOVE AND SUPPORT OF THIS PROJECT!!!
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NOTES FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
The BoD met for its regular meeting in November. This was the last meeting for the 2019-20 Board.  The 2020-21 Board 
was then officially seated.  Along with the members whose terms are unexpired, the Board welcomes back Rachel Harger 
and Rachel Nemy, serving second consecutive terms, and new Board members, Karen Draney and Brian Jacobson. The 
Board elected as officers: Stephanie Windle, Chair; Karen Draney, Deputy Chair; and Rachel Harger, Secretary. The Board 
recognized with great appreciation the six years of distinguished and faithful service of Arnold Brillinger, Cliff Cooper, and 
Sharon Murphy, including the two years each that Cliff and Sharon served as Chair of the Board. 
At its meeting, the BoD wrapped up issues and laid the groundwork for others.  Among the items discussed:
• TRIS opted in to a 9-month lease extension at reduced rent due to COVID as negotiated between the school and Zion. 
This extension ends in July 2021. TRIS retains a right of first refusal for negotiating a new lease.
• After reviewing formal advice of outside independent counsel specializing in nonprofit orgs, the BoD resolved upon 
certain facts and unanimously voted to unrestrict the Brase bequest. More info on the specifics will be forthcoming.
• As discussed at the September congregational meeting, a hillside property boundary adjustment has been preliminarily 
reached with our uphill neighbor.  The congregation must approve the proposed agreement.
• Potential bylaw changes were reviewed and discussed by the BoD. The congregation must approve the proposed 
changes.
• BoD agreed that a special congregational meeting is needed to vote on the bylaw and property changes.
** Please note the planned virtual congregational meeting schedule (detailed information will be sent out in January); all 
meetings will be held virtually via Zoom:
• Thursday, 1/7: formal meeting notice and information packets sent out
• Wednesday, 1/13: regular BoD mtg 
• Sunday, 1/17: 12-1pm, info mtg and Q&A session for those interested in property line adjustment and bylaw proposed 
changes
• Sunday, 2/7: 12-2pm, Special Congregational Meeting re: bylaws and property line adjustment
It has been both my honor and my privilege to serve Christ, His mission, and this congregation as the BoD Chair for the 
past two years. Thank you to all for supporting me, the BoD, and Zion. These have been uniquely challenging times to assist 
in supporting Zion’s mission. Here’s the not-so-secret secret: both Pastor Paul and Steve Harger are the most inspirational 
and fun people with whom to work! And, of course, Zion’s opportunities as a church without walls, means that the best is 
yet to come!

Humbly and thankfully as your fellow servant in Christ, 
Sharon Murphy

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Thank you for your faithful support during these unusual times! God’s plan for His Church to proclaim the word 
of good news in Jesus and to administer the Sacraments of grace continue to serve the people of Zion and so many 
people beyond our membership. We appreciate of the ongoing support of God’s people through your offerings and 
prayers and participation in worship and witness. Thank you so very much for your own ongoing faithfulness and 
support of the mission and ministry of Christ at Zion. 
As you are well aware, we are getting used to things being different than “normal” and new patterns of activity are 
developing under these circumstances. Many people at Zion have been making their 
charitable contributions electronically or sending their contributions through the 
U.S. mail to our secure mailbox at Zion. Due to the high cost of professional printing 
of offering envelopes, we have decided to print our own contribution envelopes for 
those who wish to use them at Zion. If you are interested in using these envelopes 
for your offerings, please let us know. Be assured that if you are already making your 
contributions in another format, it is perfectly fine to continue that.
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A NEW YEAR – A NEW VISION

According to the Encarta World English dictionary there are several meanings of the word Vision (page 
1985). First, vision is the ability to see with our eyes; eyesight. You make a mental image of what your eyes 
see or you have a concept or plan. A vision may also be something seen in a dream, often with a message. 
This new year of 2021 will be the Year of Vision for our congregation. How do we know what Zion’s vision 
should be? “Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom” (Job 28:28). In Psalm 136:5, “the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.” Paul prays for that wisdom in Ephesians 1:17-21 that we would have “wisdom, 
the eyes of understanding being enlightened, that you may know the hope of His calling.” 
Wisdom comes first from the fear of the Lord and by reading His word. Our vision or plan always needs 
to honor God and to bring glory to His Son, Jesus. “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord. 
Plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). In Proverbs we read: 
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”
The Bible gives many examples of how God uses visions to communicate to His people. Sometimes they 
were direct commands and at other times the visions were of comfort and healing. On the journey to 
Damascus, Paul had a vision that turned his life around. He had been a chief destroyer of God’s chosen 
people; now he would become a great restorer of the faith (Acts 9). This was a vision so bright, it changed 
the world.
The first thing we must do is to fix our eyes on Jesus. Only with His guidance will our plans succeed. Our 
vision in this new year must also incorporate serving God’s people. A vision of sharing God’s love and 
mercy. A vision of prayer and of God’s Providence. Sharing God’s good news in Jesus helps our spiritual 
vision to become clearer and more focused. And the focus is always Jesus. “Therefore, holy brothers, who 
share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess!” 
(Hebrews 3:1)
As we keep our focus on Jesus, we keep Him first in our lives. The Irish song “Be Thou My Vision” talks 
about how to have Jesus as the main focus of your life. “Be Thou My Vision” is attributed to Dallan Forgail, 
who found a 5th century poem written possibly by St. Patrick. It tells of a story of a pagan king ruling 
that no fires be set to celebrate Spring until he decreed. But on Easter eve, St. Patrick lit a huge bonfire on 
Slane Hill to celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death. The pagan king was so impressed with Patrick’s 
boldness that he allowed Patrick to continue his missionary work in Ireland
(Timeless truths online library). “Be Thou My Vision” is a prayer for communion with the Lord. All we see 
or do should be in or for Jesus.

Be Thou my vision O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;
Thou my best thought by day or by night,

Waking or sleeping, Thy Presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word,

I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord.
Thou my great father, I Thy dear son;

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
(Be Thou My Vision stanzas 1 and 2)

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” (Proverbs 16:1) As we make our 
plans on how to share a vision of ministry for Christ, let us keep our focus on the “Lord of our hearts”, on 
Jesus. Make God the Center of all our plans. “In his heart a man plans his way, but the Lord determines His 
steps” (Proverbs 16:9).

“Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision O Ruler of All”

(Be Thou My Vision stanza 5)
As we share how God is working in our lives and as we encourage one another each day, let us keep the 
focus on Jesus. Our vision will then become God-honoring and God-glorifying. 

“Jesus, to You we lift our eyes
Jesus, our glory and our prize.

We adore You, Behold You, our Savior ever true
Jesus we lift our eyes to You.”

(Glorious Christ – Sovereign Grace Music

– Marlene S. Grunow
prayer ministry
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Church Humor: 
Epiphany Humor

What would have happened if it had been three Wise Women instead of three Wise Men? 
They would have asked directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, 
made a casserole, and brought practical gifts.  But what they would have said when they left…? 

“Did you see the sandals Mary was wearing with that gown?” 
“That baby doesn’t look anything like Joseph!”

“Virgin? Yeah!  I knew her in school!” 
“Can you believe that they let all of those disgusting animals in the house?” 

“I heard that Joseph isn’t even working right now!” 
“And that donkey that they are riding has seen better days too!” 

“Want to bet on how long it will take until you get your casserole dish back?” 

JOIN US FOR Iron Men Zoom Time  Zion Men’s Fellowship and Bible Study Group
We hope you can join the Iron Men Zoom  Thursday Night! January 14 , 2021
Come take a look at Joshua 23 & 24.Joshua’s final charge to Israel and Choose whom you will serve!
Please consider joining this group for a great time of fellowship and growing together in God’s 
Word.
Join us whenever you can via Zoom every other Thursday nights at 7:00 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86571984189?pwd=NFB6Q3dwTFk4bXd6Zmc5a2xzT3AwQT09

Meeting ID: 865 7198 4189  Passcode: 992564

Future dates: January 28 and February 11.
What will we look at next to keep us growing and strengthening our faith?
Forward this email to your friends and invite to join.

Zion noiZ
Zion noiZ contains the information we want to make noise about, to celebrate, to invite others, to tell the 

world. Notice the way that it is capitalized, as if a reflection, this reminds us that we are a reflection of Zion: 
what we do and how we conduct ourselves all reflect upon Zion.

LET’S GO OUT AND MAKE SOME NOIZ FOR ZION!
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CATECHISM CORNER

Continuing with the chief articles of the Augsburg Confession.
Article XIX. Of the Cause of Sin
Of the Cause of Sin they teach that, although God does create and preserve nature, yet the cause of sin is the will of 
the wicked, that is, of the devil and ungodly men; which will, unaided of God, turns itself from God, as Christ says 
John 8:44: When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own.
Article XX. Of Good Work
Article XX is much too long for us to reprint.
See https://bookofconcord.org for all of the Lutheran Confessions including the Augsburg Confession.
Article XXI. Of the Worship of the Saints
1 Of the Worship of Saints they teach that the memory of saints may be set before us, that we may follow their faith 
and good works, according to our calling, as the Emperor may follow the example of David in making war to drive 
away the Turk from his country.
2 For both are kings. But the Scripture teaches not the invocation of saints or to ask help of saints, since it sets before 
us the one Christ as the Mediator, Propitiation, High Priest, and Intercessor.
3 He is to be prayed to, and has promised that He will hear our prayer; and this worship He approves above all, to 
wit, that in all afflictions He be called upon, 1 John 2:1:
4 If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, etc.
5 This is about the Sum of our Doctrine, in which, as can be seen, there is nothing that varies from the Scriptures, or 
from the Church Catholic, or from the Church of Rome as known from its writers. This being the case, they judge 
harshly who insist that our teachers be regarded as heretics.
6 There is, however, disagreement on certain abuses, which have crept into the Church without rightful authority. 
And even in these, if there were some difference, there should be proper lenity on the part of bishops to bear with us 
by reason of the Confession which we have now reviewed; because even the Canons are not so severe as to demand 
the same rites everywhere, neither, at any time, have the rites of all churches been the same;
7 although, among us, in large part, the ancient rites are diligently observed.
8 For it is a false and malicious charge that all the ceremonies, all the things instituted of old, are abolished in our 
churches.
9 But it has been a common complaint that some abuses were connected with the ordinary rites. These, inasmuch as 
they could not be approved with a good conscience, have been to some extent corrected.


