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Inside this issue…

Pastor Paul writes…   
As I write this article, I am thinking back to exactly one year ago when I was 
blessed to be one of the fourteen adventurers from Zion who traveled to 
the Holy Land and walked in the footsteps of Jesus. We visited Bethlehem, 
where Jesus was born; Nazareth where Jesus grew up; the Jordan River, where 
Jesus was baptized by John; Cana, where Jesus performed His first miracle 
(changing water into wine);  Capernaum, which became the headquarters 

of Jesus’ Galilean ministry; the Sea of Galilee, which Jesus crossed often with His disciples; the 
Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed on the night of His betrayal and arrest; and we 
walked the Via Dolorosa (the Way of Sorrows), which follows Jesus’ path to the cross of Calvary. 
A high point on our trip was celebrating Holy Communion at the Garden Tomb.  And we visited many more places and did 
many more things, of course, including standing on Mount Carmel, where Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal, taking a boat 
ride on the Sea of Galilee, and floating in the Dead Sea. 
I have been remembering the meaningful details of our Holy Land experience daily as I read and reread the four Gospels and 
as I prepare for my Sunday sermons. With the hundreds of pictures I took on our trip, I regularly change the screen saver on 
my computer with a fresh view of the Holy Land. I tell people: “I can’t wait to go back again!” Some people are ready to go 
back again, others are anxious to go for their very first time and few have responded with a little surprise. “You want to go 
again?” they ask. You see, having been to the Holy Land once, they are now ready to travel to new places and experience new 
adventures, which is completely understandable. 
I can’t help thinking that some people may approach the Bible with a similar attitude. Some may say: “I did my share of Bible 
reading for Confirmation instruction.” Or perhaps: “I’ve read enough of the Bible to know what it says. Now I want to read 
something new.”
Now, I can fully understand taking a “once-in-a -lifetime” trip to the Holy Land. But I have a hard time understanding an 
attitude which has no real interest or motivation to read the Bible on a daily basis. Jesus spoke clearly of the eternal character of 
the words of the Bible; Jesus declared: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.” Jesus also testified 
to the life-transforming truths of the Bible; Jesus declared: “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life!”
2019 the “Year of the Bible” at Zion! Our goal is simply stated: “Each one in God’s Word each day!” We want you, and I do 
mean you, to join us and be blessed! I am here to help you get started; let me know what questions you have or what resources 
you need and I am happy to help!       Pastor Paul!
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Discipleship Opportunities

CONTEMPORARY 
WORSHIP

No church experience necessary. 
Join us in the Sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. 
Communion is on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month. Kids’ Church 
meets every week when the children 
gather to worship God together in their 
own way.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND KIDS’ CHURCH
Sunday School meets each week 

at 9:45 am.  We gather in the church 
for a brief opening and then head 
off to class. Kids’ Church happens 
during the 11:00 a.m. Contemporary 
Worship. The kids are dismissed after 
the Children’s Message. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
CLASS CONTINUES 
I THESSALONIANS

This month we continue our study of 
I Thessalonians. St. Paul wrote to the 
Christians in Thessalonica to encourage 
them to remain strong in their faith 
in the face of persecution and trial by 
taking comfort and hope in God’s grace. 
There is a great deal of application to 
our lives of faith and witness today and 
we invite you to join the discussion! 
We meet from 10:00-11:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays in the Garden Room. 
Coffee and treats are provided at every 
class! The first Wednesday of each 
month we celebrate Holy Communion 
at the end of class and the last 
Wednesday of each month we watch a 
Christian video followed by a potluck 
lunch together. 

Even if you cannot join us every 
Wednesday, 

come as often as you can!

SUGGEST YOUR 
FAVORITE HYMN!

Each month the Worship Committee 
at Zion takes great care in reviewing 
the Scripture lessons for the coming 
month and selecting the most 
appropriate hymns for each Sunday’s 
theme. Suggest your favorites 
and they will try to include your 
“favorites” as they  consider the theme 
of a particular Sunday. There is a 
clearly marked box in the narthex for 
submitting your suggestions. 

Please help us! Thank you!

Zion noiZ
Zion noiZ contains the information we want to make noise about, to celebrate, to invite others, to tell the 

world. Notice the way that it is capitalized, as if a reflection, this reminds us that we are a reflection of Zion: 
what we do and how we conduct ourselves all reflect upon Zion.

LET’S GO OUT AND MAKE SOME NOIZ FOR ZION!

Go ahead! Really it is OK. Pull out your 
cell phone! Alright now that you have 
it out open up your Facebook app and 
check in at Zion. It is a great and easy 
way to let your friends and family know 
what you are doing at your church. 
Don't forget to like and/or share the 
Zion Live Stream before you return your 
cell phone to your pocket or purse. 

Now worship the Lord!
Check in and share what you 

are doing at Zion!

+ BAPTIZED +
Grayson Michael Decker

January 20, 2019    

+ SUMMONED TO 
ETERNAL LIFE +
Mary litzenberGer
DeceMber 31, 2018

MeMorial service at zion: 
2:00 pM, saturDay 

February 2nD
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JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH NEWS

REAL. PRESENT. GOD. 
This is the theme for the National Youth Gathering. For those of us that are attending,  
those doing other things this summer and for our Zion friends who read this and 
support us; during the next three months we will be looking at each word in the theme 
REAL. PRESENT. GOD.  Looking at Psalm 46. Look it up and use it as your “Each 
one in God’s Word each day!”
Real.
“Real” has several potential connotations but we will be focusing in on two of them. First, “real” as in physical, earthly, tangible, 
not a dress rehearsal, actual. And second, “real” as in authentic, not pretending, candid, honest, frank, vulnerable.
Real life is broken and messy.
 Psalm 46:1-3 shows us its physical, tangible: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, 
we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar 
and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.” These images convey problems and instability. They affirm that this 
created world is broken. In this very physical life, real life, things don’t always go as they should.
 This brokenness makes things messy. When something works the way it ought to it goes smoothly and cleanly. But 
breakdowns cause complications and generally make a mess of things. Even good things get caught up in the mess when the 
system is broken. As a result, we live in this tangled mess in which good gifts from God (physical health, burritos, medicine, and 
naps) are not only damaged and imperfect, but can even be twisted into contributing to the greater mess (the idol of self-image, 
Taco Bell, chemical addiction and full-blown sloth). 
 Real life in this real broken world means that we need help to navigate the mess and try to disentangle sin from sinful uses 
of good gifts. “Real life is broken and messy” gives us permission to acknowledge the real hurts and pains in our lives. It allows 
us to name things that are wrong and not right in our life or in the world around us.
 “Real life is broken” helps us to affirm that this world and this life are real. At the same time, we can be brutally honest 
about what’s wrong with this world and how sin has very real (emotional, physical, mental, social, etc.) consequences.
Because Jesus is real, I can be real.
 Now we combine the two senses of “real.” Both “real” as in physical, earthly, tangible, actual as well as “real” as in authentic, 
not pretending, candid, honest, frank, vulnerable. It begins by acknowledging a truth about Jesus. Jesus is real. Jesus is not 
fictional. Jesus is not a fairytale character. Jesus is real both as God and as man, but the emphasis here is more on His humanity.
 Jesus is a real man. In every sense of the word. During His time on earth, he ate and drank. He woke and slept. He clipped 
His toenails and burped. This Jesus experienced, more than we can ever imagine, the real brokenness of this world. He was 
tempted in every way as we are. And what’s more, He bore our sins on the cross. “For our sake [God the Father] made [Jesus] 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”. God made Him into sin. Jesus didn’t 
just die for sins generally. He suffered for your sin. And he suffered for your sins, each and every one. He really dealt with them, 
really died for them and has really removed them from you as far as the east is from the west. 
 Therefore, we don’t have to pretend before Jesus. We can be real. We don’t have to act like we’ve got it all together. We 
don’t have to minimize our failings or our fears. We can be real with Jesus in prayer. This means that we can confess openly and 
honestly.  In addition to being real with Jesus, we can be real in other areas of our lives. We can be honest with ourselves, with 
our family, with our friends. We don’t have to pretend to have it all together. You don’t have to have it all together. Because Jesus 
is real, you can be real.

WALL O’ MONEY
Thank you to everyone who has supported the youth by taking envelopes from the wall and returning them! You support 
has been very generous! Approximately $3500! If you have an envelope at home it is not too late to return it! Than you for 
the financial support, now help with spiritual support! You can do this by praying for everyone attending and giving words 
of encouragement to them as well..
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RED LETTER CHALLENGE

We finished the Red Letter Challenge as a church four months ago! Reminders and refreshers have been 
in the bulletins and newsletters. 

Zach Zender, the author, has 5 reasons to take on the Red Letter Challenge during Lent. This would be a 
great time to get out your book and go through the challenge again and see how you have grown. Also to 
find areas in which you still need to grow. So, consider taking on the Red Letter Challenge again!  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019!
Here are Zach’s 5 quick reasons why Lent is the perfect time to implement Red Letter Challenge:
1.     Lent is 40 days and the RLC is 40 days. Kinda perfect…okay, that one was obvious!
2.     In the RLC you look to Jesus and His words, which is where our eyes ought to be in this season.
3.     In the RLC, you take time each day for self-examination.  The workbook is written in a way for 

people to write, journal, draw and scribble their thoughts.  It also has weekly small group materials (videos 
and study guides) to come together to discuss those thoughts. 

4.     It will produce results well past the 40 days of Lent.  Many churchgoers practice “giving up” 
something for Lent.  But I’ve noticed, as good as that practice can be, if you don’t replace it or “pick up” 
something new most will go right back to what they’ve done in the past.  So if you give up soda for 40 
days, that’s great, but what about after the 40 days are over.  Pop another Coke bottle?  Is that really the life 
change that you, as their pastor or mentor, wanted for them?  The RLC encourages people to “pick up” the 
habit of putting Christ’s words into practice and I simply don’t believe there is anything more valuable.

5.     It culminates with Easter.  The final chapter of RLC focuses on “Going.”  This is the perfect time to 
issue a church-wide challenge to “Go” and invite lots of people to your Easter service.  You will be able to 
capitalize on the momentum of the RLC and likely see more people at Easter services than you ever have 
before!

Oh, and one more bonus.  There’s going to be thousands of others doing it at the same time 
and I really believe there’s power in numbers!
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Multiply Disciples

MOVIE NIGHT  Saturday, February 16th at 6:30 p.m.
Forever My Girl

Forever My Girl tells the story of country music super-star Liam Page 
who left his bride, Josie, at the altar choosing fame and fortune instead. 
However, Liam never got over Josie, his one true love nor did he ever 
forget his Southern roots in the small community where he was born and 
raised. When he unexpectedly returns to his hometown for the funeral of 
his high school best friend, Liam is suddenly faced with the consequences 
of all that he left behind.
  Free Movie! 
   Free Popcorn! 
    Free Fresh Squeezed Lemonade!

Invite your family, neighbors, and friends to 
join you at this fun movie night!

Rated: PG Runtime 1 hr 44 min

FEBRUARY FOOD OF THE MONTH
Show your love for your Valentine, for our young friends at Pilgrim 
Lutheran  Daycare and their wonderful director, Linda Holt.  While 
grocery  shopping, please include extra non-perishable food items for 
Pilgrim Daycare.  Ms. Linda prepares a warm, home cooked breakfast, 
lunch and afternoon snack daily for the children in her care.  This not 
only takes time, but food and/or cash to accomplish this loving healthy 
task.  Please prayerfully consider adding extra food items to your grocery cart for these sweet young 
people.  If you would like to help and are not able to shop, please consider making a cash donation 
for this project.  Mark your check clearly with “PILGRIM” and the Christian Concerns Committee 
will make sure it is forwarded.  

The following grocery list is for your shopping convenience.  
Cereal (sugarfree)                           Tomato Sauce   Pasta 
Canned Vegetables          Graham Crackers    Beans and Rice
Peanut Butter and Jelly  100% Juice    Syrup
Complete Pancake mix                    

God Bless Zion and their kind and generous hearts!!!

                     IRON MEN
Thursday, February 7th  6:30 pm

We are meeting the 1st Thursday of February. Because as Iron Men we thought it would be 
great to be with our Valentine’s on the second Thursday.

We will be finishing Jesus is the Question. Join us as we’ll examine ourselves in the light of the 
questions that Jesus asked. We will be looking at A Question from the Cross and Questions from 

the Risen Christ.
Iron Men normally meet the second Thursday of the month beginning with our “Manly Meal” 
followed with fellowship and our sharpening of each other with God’s Word and our study. The 
smoking got delayed a month - Bacon wrapped chicken and pork belly “candy” are on the menu. 
Iron Men will be starting a new study in March! Please join the Iron Men and invite your friends to 
join as well!
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ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AND MONITORS 
Zion is making some enhancements to our worship setting. One of the enhancements is the 
addition of assistive listening devices. Zion has purchased a assistive listening system and 
individual members can use and return one of the four units. The units are available in the 
Welcome Desk. Each unit has its own volume control. The units have ear pieces, but they 
accept any standard minijack headphone. If you have telecoil-equipped hearing aids, there are 
two neck loops available.
The other enhancement comes from the incredible response, we received from the unified worship service in 
September, when all of the song lyrics were projected. Two large monitors will be installed in the coming 
weeks, once installed all of the liturgy, and lyrics will be shown on the screens. Pictures and videos can 
also be displayed during the service.

Watch for these exciting enhancements coming to Zion!

Catechism Corner
5Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but 
honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.

54. Why does this commandment focus on parents and other authorities?
A. A mother and father uniquely serve as God’s representatives through whom He bestows and nurtures human life on earth.
B. Other authorities (legal guardians, pastors, teachers, employers, government officials) also serve as God’s representatives for 
the support and protection of our life on earth.

55. How do we fear and love God in keeping the Fourth Commandment? We fear and love God by not despising our parents, 
guardians, or other authorities. Despising means
A. looking down upon them or making fun of them;
 Proverbs 23:22 Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.
B. disobeying or rebelling against their God-given authority.
 Proverbs 15:20 A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish man despises his mother.

We fear and love God by receiving and recognizing parents and authorities as His representatives. We do this by
A. honoring them;
 Mark 7:10-12
B. serving and coming to the aid of our parents;
 John 19:25-27 
C. obeying our parents, pastors, teachers, employers, and government authorities;
 Ephesians 6:1-3; Hebrews 13:17; Romans 13:1
D. loving and cherishing our parents and other authorities on account of their God -given vocations.
 Luke 2:51

2019 CNH MISSIONS CONFERENCE
Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 16th and plan to join us for the annual CNH Missions 
Conference at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Tracy. The conference theme is: “Healthy for Mission” 
and the theme verse is from Luke 11:34-36: “That the whole body may be full of light.” This is a 
fantastic opportunity to connect with mission-minded disciples from all over our District, 

Don’t miss it! Sign up at church to carpool there
DAY ADVENTURERS VALENTINE’S DAY LUNCH
Will you be our valentine? No need to be alone when your friends 
at Zion love you! This month there will be no museum, no tour, no 
walking - just relaxing and eating and enjoying each other’s company! 
Join us on Valentine’s Day, Thursday, February 14th, as we remember 
Saint Valentine of Rome and enjoy food and fellowship together. Wear 
red if you dare! We will meet at Zion at 11:00 a.m. to carpool to the 
Black Bear Diner in Emeryville for lunch. Sign up at church!



7

SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY
FAITHFUL, PATIENT SEAMSTRESSES,
On Saturday we were given permission to distribute 
your beautifully made hygiene kits to a group of 
beautiful young women. 
 
In my introduction I reminded the girls that 
their bodies are of great value and that God has 
given each girl the responsibility of caring for and 
protecting her whole body (body, mind, and spirit).      
I also told the girls about the groups of church ladies 
in America who spent months making the hygiene 
kits especially for them.  At this point the girls all 
clapped!!
 
I was followed by a local women's leader who is  one 
of the founders of the school.  She spoke about the 
importance of making the most of the opportunity 
they now have to study, the dangers associated with 
premarital sex, and about HIV. 
 
A nurse then talked about basic hygiene, common 
female issues, and sexually transmitted diseases.   
She also demonstrated how to use the kits.   At the 
end, the girls were given a chance to ask questions.  
Most of these were about menstruation. 
 
The attached photos tell you the rest.  Sorry about 
the two that are out of focus.   My favorite is the 
backpack photo.   These girls were heading to their 
dorm.    All I did was ask them to stand still so the 
photo would be in focus.     We distributed kits to 165 
students.   Half of the students had already finished 
their exams and gone home so we'll do another 
similar distribution in January for those who 
weren't there on Saturday. 
 
Needless to say, it was a rewarding, informative, and 
fun day for all of us.   I thought of you the whole 
time and so wished at least one of you could have 
been there to see the expressions of delight  in the 
girls' faces.    Many made a point of thanking me 
afterwards.   But we all know the thanks goes to you 
and your teams of seamstresses.
 
God bless you.
Bethany

Update from Tanzania ::: Karen Hebel
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February 3rd  
  Mr. Mike Dal Ferro
 Mr. David Haskins
 Mr. Tim Hebel
  Mr. Roger Holt
February 10th
  Mr. Kelly Greenan
 Ms. Juno Ann Krohn
 Mr. Brad Nordstrom
February 17th
  Mr. Bob Bishop
 Ms. Rachel Heinitz
 Mr. Roger Holt
 Mr. Dave Pratt
February 24th
       Mr. George Berge
 Mr. Keith Katzman
 Mr. Peter Katzman
 Mr. Markus Niebanck

Sunday,  February 3rd
8:30 a.m. Communion
Acolyte: Mr. John Windle
11:00 a.m.
Acolyte: Mr. Jeff Draney
Sunday,  February 10th
8:30 a.m. Communion 
Acolyte: Mr. John Windle
11:00 a.m. Communion
 Acolyte: Ms. Josie Nelson
Sunday,  February 17th
8:30 a.m. Communion
Acolyte: Mr. John Windle
11:00 a.m.
 Acolyte:  Mr. Sam Harger
Sunday,  February 24th
8:30 a.m.  Communion
Acolyte:  Mr. John Windle
11:00 a.m. Comunion
 Acolyte:  Mr. Thomas Nelson

February

Sunday, February 3rd              
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. Steve Harger
 Mr. Dave Nemy
Sunday, February 10th     
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. David Haecker
 Mr. Woody McWhorter
 11:00 a.m. 
 Mr. Don Steffen
Sunday, February 17th           
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. Cliff Cooper
 Mr. Jonathan Schaff
Sunday, February 24th            
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. Keith Katzman
 Mr. Brian Walsh
 11:00 a.m.  
 Mr. Frank Cham
Sunday, March 3rd              
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. Steve Harger
 Mr. Woody McWhorter
Sunday, March 10th     
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. David Haecker
 Mr. Dave Nemy
 11:00 a.m. 
 Mr. Don Steffen
Sunday, March 17th           
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. Cliff Cooper
 Mr. Keith Katzman
Sunday, March 24th            
 8:30 a.m. 
 Mr. Jonathan Schaff
 Mr. Brian Walss
 11:00 a.m.  
 Mr. Frank Cham
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February 3rd
8:15/9:45 am  10:45  
Walsh Family  Open
February 10th
8:15/9:45 am  10:45 am
Barbara Van Fossen Harger   
     Family
February 17th
8:15/9:45 am  10:45 am
Georgette Pratt  Open
February 24th
8:15/9:45 am  10:45 am
Charlotte Calliott Open

Thanks to everyone who steps in to 
greet when there is an open time. 

Church Humor
  The Wish
A bus carrying only ugly people crashes into an oncoming truck, and everyone inside dies. 
They then get to meet their maker, and because of the grief they have experienced; he decides to grant them one 
wish each, before they enter Paradise. 
They’re all lined up, and God asks the first one what the wish is. “I want to be gorgeous,” and so God snaps His 
fingers, and it is done. The second one in line hears this and says “I want to be gorgeous too.” Another snap of 
His fingers and the wish is granted. 
This goes on for a while but when God is halfway down the line, the last guy in line starts laughing. When there 
are only ten people left, this guy is rolling on the floor, laughing his head off. 
Finally, God reaches this guy and asks him what his wish will be. The guy calms down and says...... 
“Make ‘em all ugly again”

Children’s Message 
February 3rd
 Nancy Keep
February 10th
 Pastor Paul
February 17th
 Steve Harger
February 24th
 Open

Coffee Hour
February 3rd
    Carolyn & Mike Dal Ferro
February 10th 
 Julie & Roger Holt
February 17th
 Dawn & Jim Allen
February 24th
     Julie & Roger Holt

Flowers are used as an expression of joy 
and beauty and given in thanksgiving. 

February 3rd
Carolyn & Mike DAl Ferro

February 10th
Arnold Brillinger

February 17th

February 24th

Candle:   Juno-Ann Krohn 

Cost:  Flowers-$50
Eternal Candle-$30.

February
Kathy Bjornstad
Kathy Pomianek



The Many Faces of Zion

PROMISES OF PERFECT LOVE AND PRAYER 
February is often a month filled with cards expressing love and devotion. 

Some advertisements guarantee that if we 'just use their product,we will be loved'.
February is thought of a the 'month of love'.We have many kinds of love at Zion. We see the enduring, 
and long lasting love of couples married for decades. We see the love of family-parents and children. 
we observe the love of friends and the love and devotion of a pastor to his congregation.
All these types of love are truly blessings. God's love is perfect. Agape love. A love that only has our 
best in mind. A sacrificial love so that we may know Him and abide in Him. A love that shows a 
perfect promise. God promises to hear us when we pray.
1Peter 3:12- " For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayers."
We know that when we come to God in prayer He hears us. And we know that God will also answer 
our prayers
Psalms 91:15- " He will call upon Me and I will answer him. I will deliver him and honor him."
Isaiah 65:24-" Before they call I will answer. While they are still speaking I will hear."
The more we study His Word, the more we know what He has promised. We grow in His love and in 
His assurance that He has given to us: He is with us. He hears our prayers. He answers our prayers.
In Hebrews 10:23 we read -" Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess for He who promised, is 
faithful ".

Our hope is in the One who is a perfect promise of love. We thank God for His promise 
to hear our prayers and to keep us close to Him  --  Marlene Grunow
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