
Zion noiZ
The Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church

Piedmont, California

Weekly Worship 
Sundays
8:30 am Traditional Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
4 year olds through 6th grade

10:00 am Youth Bible Class 
10:00 am Adult Bible Class I & II
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 

   Wednesdays
   10:00 am Bible Class

5201 Park Blvd • Piedmont, CA 94611 • ph: 510-530-4213 • fax: 510-530-2635 
 churchoffice@zionlutheran.net  • www.zionlutheran.net

SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY
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Pastor Paul writes…
  Pastor Paul

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us!” (John 
1:14) This is the message of Christmas: that God 
became man and assumed a human nature in order 
to dwell among us in grace and truth in Jesus Christ. 
From His life we learn how to live, by His death we are 
redeemed to live, and through His resurrection we are 
empowered to live!

2020 has been “The Year of the Walk” at Zion! The Year of the Walk 
reminds us that as Jesus lived among us and for us on earth, so now we 
live among others today as Christ’s representatives. The Biblical concept of 
holistic discipleship means we live as ambassadors for Christ in our head, 
heart, hands, and habits. 

During this final quarter of The Year of the Walk the focus has been on 
our HABITS. We are not saved by our habits; we are saved by Christ. But Christ calls us to follow Him and to imitate 
His habits of grace and mercy and service before others. To conclude our series, here’s how we can make Jesus’ habits our 
own:

1. Practice kindness. Be sensitive, understanding, gentle, and compassionate to everyone you meet. (Mark 6:34)
2. Practice keeping your word. Do what you say you will do. Let others know they can count on you to follow through 
with what you promise. (Matthew 5:37)
3. Practice fellowship. Spend time with other Christians on a regular basis for the purpose of enjoyment. (John 12:1-3)
4. Practice fitness. Take care of your body through a combination of a healthy diet and regular exercise. (Luke 2:52)
5. Practice using Scripture. Study and apply the Bible to everyday life situations, whether temptations, trials, or 
triumphs. (Matthew 22:29)
6. Practice living for a purpose. Realize that serving God is your reason for living. Strive to fulfill your purpose of 
making a positive difference for Him in
the world. (Luke 19:10) 
7. Practice giving. Embrace a lifestyle of offering yourself and your resources on behalf of others in the name of Jesus. 
(John 3:16)

May the love of Christ fill your head, heart, hands, and habits as you walk with Him,

Pastor Paul
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS  NEW STUDY!
Wednesday Bible Class is beginning a study of the New Testament book of Hebrews! This is a perfect time to join us as we 
embark on a new adventure in God’s holy Word.
The book of Hebrews presents Jesus Christ as the perfect Priest who intercedes for us with His own sacrifice. We need not 
approach God in fear. We need not present our own righteousness before Him. We need not come with our own sacrifices. 
Christ has done everything necessary on our behalf, so that by God’s grace we can approach God confidently though Jesus. 
Drawing upon the rich imagery of the Old Testament sacrificial system of worship, the writer to the Hebrews summons us 
to a bold and living faith!
Dr. Martin Luther wrote of Hebrews: “We find, then, in this excellent lesson, the comforting doctrine taught that Christ is 
He whom we should know as the Priest and Bishop of our souls; that no sin is forgiven, nor the Holy Spirit given, by reason 
of works or merit on our part, but alone through the blood of Christ.”
Wednesday Bible Class continues to meet every week from 10:00-11:00 a.m. via Zoom. The Zoom invitation goes out to 
the Zion community via e-mail. We always enjoy seeing each other and we engage in lively and spirited discussions of God’s 
Word. We would love to have you join us any and every Wednesday morning that works for you!

Zion noiZ
Zion noiZ contains the information we want to make noise about, to celebrate, to invite others, to tell the 

world. Notice the way that it is capitalized, as if a reflection, this reminds us that we are a reflection of Zion: 
what we do and how we conduct ourselves all reflect upon Zion.

LET’S GO OUT AND MAKE SOME NOIZ FOR ZION!
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CATECHISM CORNER

Continuing with the chief articles of the Augsburg Confession.
Article XVI: Of Civil Affairs.
1] Of Civil Affairs they teach that lawful civil ordinances are good works of God, and that 2] it  is right for 
Christians to bear civil office, to sit as judges, to judge matters by the Imperial and other existing laws, to award just 
punishments, to engage in just wars, to serve as soldiers, to make legal contracts, to hold property, to make oath when 
required by the magistrates, to  marry a wife, to be given in marriage.  
3] They condemn the Anabaptists who forbid these civil offices to Christians. 
4] They condemn also those who do not place evangelical perfection in the fear of God and in faith, but in forsaking 
civil offices, for 5] the Gospel teaches an eternal righteousness of the heart. Meanwhile, it does not destroy the State 
or the family, but very much requires that they be preserved as ordinances of God, and that charity be practiced in 
such 6] ordinances.  Therefore, Christians are necessarily bound to obey their own magistrates 7] and laws save  only 
when commanded to sin; for then they ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5, 29.
Article XVII: Of Christ’s Return to Judgment.  
1] Also they teach that at the Consummation of the World Christ will appear for judgment, and 2] will raise up all the 
dead; He will give to the godly and elect eternal life and everlasting joys, 3] but ungodly men and the devils He will 
condemn to be tormented without end. 
4] They condemn the Anabaptists, who think that there will be an end to the punishments of condemned men and 
devils.  
5] They condemn also others who are now spreading certain Jewish opinions, that before the resurrection of the dead 
the godly shall take possession of the kingdom of the world, the  ungodly being everywhere suppressed.  
Article XVIII: Of Free Will.  
1] Of Free Will they teach that man’s will has some liberty to choose civil righteousness, and  to work 2] 
things subject to reason. But it has no power, without the Holy Ghost, to work the righteousness of God, that is, 
spiritual righteousness; since the natural man 3] receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2, 14; but this 
righteousness is wrought in the heart  when the Holy Ghost is received 4] through the Word. These things are said in 
as many words by Augustine in his Hypognosticon, Book III: We grant that all men have a free will, free, inasmuch 
as it has the judgment of reason; not that it is thereby capable, without God, either  to begin, or, at least, to complete 
aught in things pertaining to God, but only in works of this  life, whether good 5] or evil. “Good” I call those works 
which spring from the good in nature, such as, willing to labor in the field, to eat and drink, to have a friend, to clothe 
oneself, to  build a house, to marry a wife, to raise cattle, to learn divers useful arts, or whatsoever good 6]pertains to 
this life. For all of these things are not without dependence on the providence of God; yea, of Him and through Him 
they are and have their being. “Evil” 7] I call such works as willing to worship an idol, to commit murder, etc. 8] 
They condemn the Pelagians and others, who teach that without the Holy Ghost, by the power of nature alone, we are 
able to  love God above all things; also to do the commandments of God as touching “the substance of the act.” For, 
although nature is able in a manner to do the outward work, 9] (for it is able to keep the hands from theft and murder,) 
yet it cannot produce the inward motions, such as  the fear of God, trust in God, chastity, patience, etc.

ZION VIRTUAL TRIVIA NIGHT     
Let's get together and have some fun!

Let’s get together and play!
On Saturday, December 5th at 7:00 pm, we will gather virtually for a Trivia Night! "The Champs” our reigning victors 
are Sharon Murphy, Rachel Harger, and Alicia Vazquez. We need some people to take them down.

We will be utilizing the Let’s Roam platform.
Let’s Roam’s team has created a one-of-a-kind game night experience. Nothing 

to download!
All we have to do it is: gather our group, divide into teams, play crazy-fun 

trivia, and of course compete for the high score! Teams can discuss answers 
without the other teams hearing.

We are limited to 16 connections! 
RSVP at www.zionlutheran.net/upcoming-events Once you are registered, you 
will receive a confirmation email and then a reminder email 3 days and 1 day 
before with a link to the Trivia Night.
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT WITH MY SAVIOR

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light, on those living in the land of the shadow of death, 
a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2)
“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David, a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.’” (Luke 2: 9-11)
Clocks set back. Early darkness coming to the end of the day. Weather becoming colder – coats and 
sweaters put on. It is getting closer to the winter season and the holidays may well be difficult in this 
pandemic year. It may seem to many to be a time of darkness, fear and uncertainty. We’re unsure of what 
will happen. But there is one thing that we can be very sure of – we have a Savior! Those shepherds out on 
the hillside were not academic geniuses, nor were they wealthy kings. They were poor shepherds simply 
doing their jobs. “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth,  peace goodwill toward man.” (Luke 2:13-14)
I have a children’s book illustrating the carol “Silent Night.” The illustration for this verse is the entire page 
filled with the faces of angels singing and in the corner, the shepherds looking at the sight in awe. Why such 
an announcement? Why a Savior? “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). 
We were born in sin. Separated from God. We needed a Savior to take our place and die for our sins. Our 
sins nailed Jesus to the cross. We had no other way to save ourselves. That is why there was a joyous 
announcement of a Savior to take our place, fulfill all the laws. A Savior to restore fellowship with God. 
A Savior to guide us and to pray for us. A Savior to be our Light. John 3:16 – beloved words of hope and 
comfort. God so loved the world He sent His Son so that we would have everlasting life with Him. (p. 172 
Max Lucado Encouraging Word Bible) The shepherds saw the angels fill the sky. They heard the words. We 
live in a very dark time now. Physical darkness and spiritual darkness abound. Isaiah, the Messianic Old 
Testament prophet, said “the people walking in darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9:2). 
They were walking in darkness before the birth of Jesus and continue to do so. We need light to guide our 
way. Even a tiny light disperses the darkness and lights our way. There is darkness early before dawn in 
the winter that makes finding your way through the house difficult. But oh what relief when you find 
that light switch and flip it on. Suddenly there’s light! Recently I lost my vision in in my right eye. It is an 
overwhelming darkness. I think it must be like the plague of darkness in Exodus chapter 10. A darkness so 
deep there is absolutely no light. People who do not know Jesus have a spiritual blindness like that. There is 
no light of Jesus there. Paul wrote about having “eyes of the heart” (Ephesians 1:17-19). 
The eyes of the heart see all of the truth, wisdom, power and glory of Jesus. These eyes see the reality of 
our need for a Savior. The eyes see the need and the Savior, Jesus Christ. (John Piper, Look at the Book, 
Ephesians). Just as as those shepherds on the Bethlehem hills saw a great light, we see the light of Jesus
piercing our darkness this Christmas. Light has come into the world. And the Light is Jesus. John- 18:12, 
“Jesus spoke, ‘I am the light of the world whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.’” Let’s walk in the light of our Savior this Christmas.

“Break forth, O beauteous, heavenly Light
And usher in the morning.

Ye shepherds shrink not with affright,
The day of grace is dawning.

This child, though weak in infancy
Our confidence and joy shall be,

The power of Satan breaking.
Our peace with God now making.”

(LSB 378 Break Forth)

Marlene S. Grunow
prayer ministry
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VIRTUAL IRON MEN               

We are still meeting on Thursday Nights to be encouraged, strengthened, supported, and learn 
more about God’s Word and how it applies to us.
We miss our “Manly Meals” The Iron Men group continues to meet every other Thursday via 
Zoom. 
In December, we meet on Thursday, December 3rd and December 17. We will not meet on 
December 31st.
Please consider joining this group for a great time of fellowship and growing together in God’s 
Word. Join us whenever you can via Zoom on every other Thursday nights at 7:00 pm.
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86571984189?pwd=NFB6Q3dwTFk4bXd6Zmc5a2xzT3Aw
QT09

Meeting ID: 865 7198 4189   Passcode: 992564

Future dates: December 3 and 17. Watch for emails about the next Iron Men meeting.

Church Humor: 
The turkey

A man stopped by the local church to talk to the Pastor. He told the Pastor “I stole a turkey this morning on 
my way home from work”. The Pastor told him “That was a terrible thing to do”. The man replied “Yes, I 
know that now, do you want it?” The Pastor replied “No, take it back and give it to the man that you stole 
it from.” The man replied “I tried to give it back but he refused it”. The Pastor told him “In that case you 
keep the turkey”. The man thanked the Pastor and went on his way.
When the Pastor arrived home later that day he discovered that his turkey had been stolen!

First trip to the mall
An Amish boy and his father were visiting a mall. They were amazed by almost everything they saw, but 
especially by two shiny, silver walls that could move apart and back together again. The boy asked his 
father, “What is this, Father?” The father responded, “Son, I have never seen anything like this in my life, I 
don’t know what it is.”
While the boy and his father were watching wide-eyed an old lady in a wheel chair rolled up to the moving 
walls and pressed a button. The walls opened and the lady rolled between them into a small room. The 
walls closed and the boy and his father watched small circles of lights w/numbers above the walls light 
up. They continued to watch the circles light up in the reverse direction. The walls opened up again and a 
beautiful 24 year old woman stepped out.
The father said to his son, “Go get your Mother.”.



6

SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY

CHRISTMAS 
WISHLIST 
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Many families live in poverty and are unable to celebrate Christmas with 
gifts for children. You can help! Your gift of a toy for a child ages 1–12 

years can bring hope and joy. Bring unwrapped gifts to the location 
listed below. Together, we can help children in need do not feel forgotten 

this Christmas. Your donation of a new toy can bring tremendous
 joy and hope to a child and family in need in our community.
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ITUNES OR WALMART GIFTCARDS

MP3 PLAYER/EARBUDS/HEADPHONES
HOT WHEELS

CRAFT KIT/JEWELRY BEAD SET
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DONATE TOYS TO HELP CHILDREN  
IN NEED IN OUR COMMUNITY
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You can also give online at: 
CITYTEAM.ORG/DONATE
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Teddy Feldmann at tfeldmann@cityteam.org or 510.258.5005
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BRING DONATIONS TO:  CityTeam Oakland, 722 Washington St., 
       Oakland CA 94607 between 9am-5pm
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