
Sundays:   8:30 am Traditional Worship  10am In-person Worship 11am Contemporary Worship 

   (on-line)         (on-line) 

Bible Class: Sundays at 9 am    Wednesdays at 10 am    

 

Pastor Paul writes… 

Happy September! I am delighted to hear that my August newsletter article was posi-
tively received. I know of at least one Zion member who already purchased the book I 
recommended and has begun to read it. [That book is: The Church From Age to Age: A 
History from Galilee to Global Christianity (Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
MO, 2011).] History matters. Especially the history of God’s missionary activity and 
renewing work through the Christian Church. We can learn so much from the past and 
we can be encouraged by God’s faithfulness throughout history. In this critical Year of 

Vision at Zion, we need both the truth of God’s Holy Word for today and the assurance of God’s dependa-
bility in the past to move confidently into the future of Christ’s mission to make disciples of all peoples. 

I have been made aware of another important book that has just been published. I am now about halfway 
through reading it and I want to share a little of the book with you as we seek God’s blessing on our vision 
for the future of His mission among us. The title of this book is: From Christ to Christianity: How the Je-
sus Movement Became the Church in Less Than a Century by James R. Edwards (Baker Academic, Baker 
Publishing Group, Grand Rapids, MI, 2021). 

This book examines how a movement marked by a small group of disciples following an itinerant preach-
er among the small villages of rural Galilee became an expansive network of churches throughout the 
great urban centers of the Roman Empire and in regions far beyond within the period of about 75 years. 
And this, in the face of tremendous cultural challenges, societal changes, and brutal persecution. Put an-
other way, this is about the amazing power of the Gospel to take seed and bear fruit in the face of the most 
challenging of circumstances. That is truly good news for us today! 

The reason this matters is because right now changes and challenges are taking place all around us. We 
are in the midst of monumental shifts in practically every sphere of activity and life on a global scale. The 
world, and life as we used to know it, is rapidly transforming and none of us knows exactly what the fu-
ture holds for us. For many of us, this is disconcerting and unnerving. We haven’t been down this road 
before and we don’t know where this road leads.  

However, what we do know is that the power of God and the good news of the Gospel are not hindered or 
stymied by earthly changes or challenges. In fact, the Holy Scriptures and the history of the early church 
teach us that God can and does work through the most difficult of times to plant the glorious seeds of the 
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precious Gospel of Christ. And the Gospel, in turn, produces fruit that brings rescue, redemption, renewal, and 
restoration among sinners in need of the Savior Jesus Christ. God brings new life through the death of Christ. 
He secures eternal life through the resurrection of Christ. And He brings His means of grace to our world 
through the work of the Church, the people of God in Christ. 

In this critical Year of Vision at Zion, as I wrote last month, we are learning what it means to be the people of 
God in Christ. We are people of grace. People of gratitude. People of hope. People who make for peace. Peo-
ple who never give up, never give in, never let go of the grace of God in Christ. People who know that in the 
end it is not our might or power or wisdom or skill that builds the Church and saves the world, but always and 
only the immeasurable grace of God in Christ. Jesus said: “I will build My Church!” And He does. Thank God 
for His immeasurable grace in Christ! 

In Christ alone, Pastor Paul 

In person & On-line 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 

11:30 am 

The Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran Church will take place in-person at Zion following the 10:00 
a.m. service on Sunday, September 26, 2021. You are encouraged to participate in the election 
of officers, to hear the latest updates on our mission and ministry, and to see the budget for the 
new year.  
 
Even though this past year has been a very unusual one, God has graciously preserved His peo-
ple and He continues to serve us through Word and Sacrament, blessing us with the forgiveness 
of sins and giving us hope, peace, and strength in Christ our Savior. To God be the glory; great 
things He has done!  

You can join via Zoom! 
Zion Annual Meeting 2021 

Time: Sep 26, 2021 11:15 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86930883762?pwd=OW5zZXVSZFAxWCtYK0gyUXhkWVBtUT09 
Meeting ID: 869 3088 3762         Passcode: GodIsGood! 

Pastor Paul Writes continued from page 1 
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Wednesday Bible Class Continues in Genesis 
Regarding the Book of Genesis, Dr. Martin Luther 
wrote: “In his first book Moses teaches how all crea-
tures were created, and… whence sin and death 
came… But immediately thereafter… he teaches 
whence help is to come… namely, not by the law or 
men’s own works… but by ‘the seed of the woman,’ 
Christ, promised to Adam… Genesis, therefore, is 
made up almost entirely of illustrations of faith and 
unbelief, and of the fruits that faith and unbelief 
bear. It is an exceedingly evangelical book.”  

We started our fascinating study of Genesis earlier 
this year and we now continue into the heart of the 
book, examining the depths of humanity’s sin and 
the immeasurable richness of God’s redeeming 
grace. In September we will begin with the birth of 
Isaac and the testing of Abraham. We move on to the 
death of Sarah and finding a wife for Isaac named 
Rebekah. Through it all, God’s grace reigns su-
preme. Over and over again, we find that the time-
less truths of Scripture speak to the challenges of our 
day and age as well. 

You are invited to join us in-person or on-line via 
Zoom from 10:00-11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the 
Garden Room. The first Wednesday of each month 
we celebrate Holy Communion at the end of class 
and the last Wednesday of each month we watch a 
Christian video. If you cannot join us every Wednes-
day, come as often as you can! 

Sunday Bible Class I 

This fall we are taking “A Longer Look at the Les-
sons” each week. We are asking: What is the overall 
context of the text for the Sunday sermon? How do 
the “other” lessons for the Sunday fit into the theme 
of the day and the message of the sermon? There is 
so much to learn and to discuss about the lessons 

which we hear read in the service, but which are not 
mentioned in the sermon. Our study gives us an op-
portunity to take a closer look and to discuss the 
many facets of each Sunday’s lessons. 

Join us on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Garden 
Room.  

Bible Class II Studies Parables 

Bible Class II will be resuming its studies with a new 
6 part series on the PARABLES OF JESUS. 

Jesus communicated deep spiritual truths through 
simple vivid and engaging stories. Woven from eve-
ryday life, the parables of Jesus made the kingdom of 
God understandable and accessible to his listeners. 
Gain new insights into Jesus' parables and their 
meanings that will help you to appreciate more fully 
their relevance for your own life. 

Come join us on Sunday, August 29, at. 9:00 am for 
the start of this Video Study Series  

Bible Study is important for all Christians and with 
the absence of Sunday Morning Classes this past 
year, now is the time to join either of the Sunday 
Morning Classes that will be available at Zion. 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; it is these that testify 
about Me. JOHN 5:39 

Iron Men 

A great time was had by all in August. Thanks Cliff 
for the smoked tri-tip! 

Iron Men next meet on Thursday, September 9 at 
6:30 pm. 

We are studying the seventh of the ten ordinary 
men that God chose to change the world. This month 
we look at Mat-
thew, the tax col-
lector. 

Iron Men Features 
good food, great 
fellowship, and 
growth in God’s 
Word! Please con-
sider joining this 
group for a great 
time of fellowship 
and growing to-
gether in God’s 
Word.  

Studying god’S Word 



Congratulations on the completion of another suc-
cessful LWML Back to School Project. 

This year we teamed with City Team to purchase 
supplies for their annual backpack project. We re-
ceived a $250 grant from Thrivent to help us get 
started. Your generous contributions gave us another 
$650 dollars! 

Our shopping team of Carol Neveu, Mike Dal Ferro, 
and myself were able to snag some terrific bargains. 
We gathered 32 back packs (they are really costly, 
even on sale), 60 pencil pouches, 56 binders, 68 
reams of binder paper, and 48 spiral notebooks. It 
made quite a pile! 

Steve Harger helped to load the City Team van, al-
ready conveniently parked in our parking lot, with all 
the goodies. We received a wonderful thank you note 
from Angela, the outreach coordinator at City Team. 
Even in the midst of all the renovation taking place 
at their downtown Oakland facilities, they were able 
to supply hundreds of low income Oakland students 
with fresh new supplies to begin the new school 

year. 

Thank you for all your generous support of this great 
outreach project.  

—Carolyn Dal Ferro 

    

School Supplies for City Team 

Church Humor 

Ice Cream Is Sometimes Good For The Soul 
Last week I took my children to a restaurant. My six-
year-old son asked if he could say grace. As we 
bowed our heads he said, "God is good, God is great. 
Thank you for the food, and I would thank you even 
more if Mom gets us Ice Cream for dessert. And lib-
erty and justice for all! Amen!" 

Along with the laughter from the other customers 
nearby, I heard a woman remark, "That's what's 
wrong with this country. Kids today don't even know 
how to pray. Asking God for ice cream! Why, I nev-
er!" 

Hearing this, my son burst into 
tears and asked me, "Did I do it 
wrong? Is God mad at me?" 

As I held him and assured him 
that he had done a terrific job 
and God was certainly not mad 
at him, an elderly gentleman 
approached the table. He 
winked at my son and said, "I 
happen to know that God 
thought that was a great prayer." 

"Really?" my son asked. 

"Cross my heart." Then in theatrical whisper he add-
ed (indicating the woman whose remark had started 

this whole thing), "too bad she never asks God for 
ice cream. A little ice cream is good for the soul 
sometimes."  

Naturally, I bought my kid ice cream at the end of 
the meal. My son stared at his for a moment and then 
did something I will remember the rest of my life. 
He picked up his Sundae and without a word walked 
over and placed it in front of the woman. With a big 
smile he told her, "Here, this is for you. Ice Cream is 
good for the soul sometimes and my soul is good al-
ready!” 

E-mail from beyond 
A businessman from Wisconsin went on a business 
trip to Louisiana, and his wife was joining him later 
for vacation. Upon arrival, he immediately plugged 
his laptop into the hotel room port and sent a short E-
mail back home to his wife, Jennifer Johnson, at her 
address, JennJohn@world.net. 

Unfortunately, in his haste, he mistyped a letter and 
the E-mail ended up going to JeanJohn@world.net, a 
Jean Johnson in Duluth, the wife of a preacher who 
had just passed away and was buried that day. 

The preacher's wife took one look at the E-mail and 
promptly fainted. It read, 

"Arrived safely. It sure is hot down here! Can’t wait 
for you to join me.” 



Three Zion members took part in the Skyline 50km 
Endurance Race on August 1, 2021. Skyline is one 
of the oldest continuously running 50k races in the 
United States. The course starts and finishes at Lake 

Chabot Marina and travels a large loop through the 
East Bay Regional Parks, taking you all the way to 
Skyline Gate. Zion member Kristina Randrup was 
the first female finisher on the race. She completed 
the route with a time of 4:16:44. Zion members Pas-
tor Paul Aldrich and Ramona Vogt were also among 
the 201 finishers of the race with times of 7:15:00 
and 8:05:37 respectively. 

Zion Runners complete 50K Race 

Sunday School/Kids’ Church 
Sunday School and Kids’ Church makes its come 
back on Sunday, September 12th, 2021!We will 
meet at 9:00 am, gathering in the church and then 
moving to other places for our lesson and activities. 

We can’t wait to see you and your so much bigger 
smiling faces! 

Confirmation 

Confirmation class is set to begin on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 14th at 7:00 pm! 

If you know anyone (children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, friends, 
neighbors, etc.) that is of con-
firmation age (usually 7th and 
8th grade) that might be inter-
ested, please let Pastor or Mr. 
Harger know so they can con-
tact them and get them con-
nected with Zion’s Confirma-
tion Class. 

ZION LADIES 
LWML Ladies, we will return to meeting in Zion's Garden Room on Thursday, September 23 at 7 PM!  It will 
be good to be getting in the groove of doing helpful projects for the community & Zion!!  Bring your ideas & 
enthusiasm!!  Anyone for a devotion or treat??    Barb 

 



Movie Night 

Movie nights at Zion are returning! 
We are going to be back in the Garden Room! 

On Saturday, September 18 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Harriet 

Based on the thrilling and inspirational life of an 
iconic American freedom fighter, Harriet tells the 

extraordinary tale of Harriet Tubman's escape from 
slavery and transformation into one of America's 

greatest heroes. Her courage, ingenuity, and tenaci-
ty freed hundreds of slaves and changed the course 

of history. 

 Free Movie!             Free Popcorn! 

                             Free lemonade! 

               Rated PG-13. Run Time 2 hour 6 min 

 Catechism Corner 

More from the introduction to the Book of Concord. 

So what is it to be a Lutheran? 

Being a Lutheran is being a person who believes the truths of God’s Word, the Holy Bible, as they are cor-
rectly explained and taught in the Book of Concord. To do so is to confess the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Gen-
uine Lutherans, confessional Lutherans, dare to insist that “All doctrines should conform to the standards 
[the Lutheran Confessions] set forth above. Whatever is contrary to them should be rejected and con-
demned as opposed to the unanimous declaration of our faith” (FC Ep. RN, 6). 

Such a statement may strike some as boastful. But it is not; rather, it is an expression of the Spirit-led confi-
dence that moves us to speak of our faith before the world. 

To be a confessional Lutheran is to be one who honors the Word of God. That word makes it clear that it is 
God’s desire for His church to be in agreement about doctrine, and to be of one mind, living at peace with 
one another (1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11). It is for that reason that we so treasure the precious confession of 
Christian truth that we have in the Book of Concord. For Confessional Lutherans, there is no other collec-
tion of documents, or statements or books that so clearly, accurately and comfortingly presents the teach-
ings of God’s Word and reveals the Biblical Gospel as does our Book of Concord. 

Hand-in-hand with our commitment to pure teaching and confession of the faith, is, and always must be, 
our equally strong commitment to reaching out boldly with the Gospel and speaking God’s truth to the 
world. That is what “confession” of the faith is all about, in the final analysis. Indeed, “It is written: I be-
lieved; therefore I have spoken.’ With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak” (2 Cor. 
4:13). This is what it means to be a Lutheran. 



Thanks to everyone who helped with the E-waste and 
Document Shredding day! 

Thank you to all the Zion people who brought in all 
of those old electronics and documents! 

ATTENTION ALL JUNIOR HIGH AND SENIOR 
HIGH YOUTH! 

Now is the time to sign up for the National Youth 
Gathering in 2022! 

The gathering is July 9-13, 2022 in Houston, Texas! 

Out mass gathering site is Minute Made Park, home 
to the dreaded Houston Astros. 

That might be slightly better that at the last gathering 
in Minneapolis at the home of the Vikings. 

 

This is an awesome, fun-filled, week of friends, food, 
fellowship, and faith building. 

Let Mr. Harger know if you are planning on attend-
ing as registration begins in October. 

Thank You’s 
Thank you to Blaise Walsh, the man behind all the 
screens during the worship service. He does an out-
standing job, if not for Blaise who knows what 
would be up on the screen. Also, thank you to his 
able bodied fill-in, Betty Galambos, with her there 
we don’t miss a slide. 

Thank you to Thomas Nelson, who during the sum-
mer has been coming in to help with the recordings 
on Wednesday afternoons! He got so good Mr. Har-
ger would leave the church! 

Thank you to all of the volunteers that have so will-
ingly and wonderfully recorded so many Bible read-
ings and Object Lessons! We have had almost 100 
different people read or conduct an object lesson dur-
ing this time. 

God finds a way to use His people and when asked 
you have answered gladly saying, here I am let me 
read! 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Piedmont, California  

+   Communion Assistant Schedule   + 
September-October, 2021 

 
Sunday, September 5th       10 a.m. Cliff Cooper  
 
Sunday, September 12th     10 a.m.  Dave Nemy  
 
Sunday, September 19th     10 a.m. Brian Walsh 
 
Sunday, September 26th     10 a.m.  Frank Cham  
 
Sunday, October 3rd          10 a.m. No Communion  
 
Sunday, October 10th          10 a.m. Cliff Cooper 
 
Sunday, October 17th          10 a.m. Dave Nemy 
 
Sunday, October 24th          10 a.m. Frank Cham 
 
Sunday, October 31st          10 a.m. Steve Harger 
 

Junior High and Senior High News 

Church Without Walls 
We talk about it all the time, so here is an easy way 
for you to help spread God’s Word and be part of the 
church without walls.  

You already spend time each day on social media, so 
help the spread of Zion’s messages. The more likes, 
loves, thumbs up, shares, follows, and subscribes we 
have the greater the reach of the message. When you 
like or thumbs up a message your friends may then 
see that. When you share a post, your friends will see 
the post as now it is on you timeline. When your 
friend then likes or shares, well you can see how 
quickly the reach can increase.  

So please when there is a post you find especially 
good for you, like and share, thumbs up, follow, and 
subscribe.  

Zion is on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. 

Zion will occasionally send you an email that may 
ask you to like and share a special post about an 
event or activity. 

https://www.facebook.com/ZionLutheranChurchPiedmont
https://www.instagram.com/zlcpiedmont/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxckgaMnsrZWOXNelAWAtg


Growing up in a Christian home and attending Trini-
ty Lutheran Church in Walnut Creek, CA, one of my 
favorite hymns was “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” (1874). This hymn was written by Frances 
Havergal (1836-1879), who was known as the 
“consecration poet.” (History of Hymns; Disciple-
ship Ministries). Havergal attempted to live her life 
totally committed to Christ. 

“Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for Thee, 
swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from Thee, 
filled with messages from Thee.” 
(Take My Life and Let it Be, LSB 784) 
 

When we encourage each other, we are obeying 
God's command. We are to imitate Christ in building 
one another up by sharing God's Word, by prayer 
and in action. 

“For we are God's handi-
work, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to 
do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

The Hebrew word “to en-
courage” is “Chazak” which 
is to strengthen. The Greek 
word “parakaleo” is also 
used for the Holy Spirit, 
“Paraclete.” This is the One 
who comes alongside of us to 
strengthen and encourage us 
(email, Rev Paul Aldrich, 7-
16-2021). 

Our Heavenly Father knows 
that we need to be encour-
aged each day. Using His 
Word is the best way to com-
municate strength and love to 

others. At Zion Lutheran, we are blessed to have a 
shepherd who constantly guides and strengthens us 
with God's Word. 

There are many examples in the Bible of words of 
encouragement. God actually “stoops down Himself 
to show us how to encourage a human heart. When 
Moses died, right as Israel was getting ready to cross 
over to the Promised Land, God chose Joshua to lead 
them. God came to encourage –literally, to impart 
strength and courage to Joshua.” (Desiring God, 
Someone Needs our Encouragement, Marshall 
Segall, July 6, 2021) 

“Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers 
to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, 
being careful to do according to all the law that Mo-
ses my servant commanded you. Do not turn aside to 
the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go.... Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be fright-
ened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:6-7, 9) 

What amazing words of encouragement. God is with 
us always. As Pastor Paul stated in his sermon (7-25-
2021), when we hit the rocks in the dirt pile of life, 
God is the One who will come and pull them out. He 
walked out to His disciples on the Sea of Galilee, to 
be with them when the storm hit (Matthew 9:22-27). 

We are to “stir up one and another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day 
drawing near” (Hebrews 
10:24-25). 

We are to encourage oth-
ers to trust God and we 
do that by listening to and 
sharing His Word. 

So God commands us to 
be a “force for good in 
this world.” (God Make 
Me a Force for Good, 
Matt Bradner, Desiring 
God, 7-3-2021). This isn't 
just “doing good works”, 
but God's intended result 
for Christ's people be-
cause of what He has 
done for us. It is to in-
spire us to do good  

A Vision of Encouragement 

Continued on page 9 



works (2 Peter 1:9). And, of course, all we do to en-
courage others and to build them up and strengthen 
them in His Word results in His Glory. 

One of the most precious gifts we have been given is 
the gift of prayer. “You are never more like Jesus 
than when you pray for others.” (Encouraging Word 
Bible, Ephesians 3:1-2, For Your Journey, Max Lu-
cado, p. 1779). Commit to pray for each other, set 
aside time each day to pray. Write out concerns you 
know about already and ones that are given to you. 
One can always say, “I'll pray for you.” But do it. 
When you come before the throne of God, because 
of Jesus, you are fulfilling your command to serve 
and encourage one another. 

I am sure we can all think of acts of kindness and 
encouragement we have encountered. The Bible 
gives us many actions of service and encouragement. 
One on my favorite Bible stories in Sunday school 
was Mark 2; when the paralytic's friends carried him 
and let him down through the roof, so that the para-
lyzed man could be next to Jesus. While most of us 
can't do that these days, we can invite someone to 
church or a Bible study. Pastors “equip the 
saints” (Ephesians 4:11-12). And the rest of us 
should do the ministry. We become devoted to meet-
ing the needs of others and “making much of 
Christ” (Galatians 6:10). Look around – does some-
one need a listening ear? Your complete attention? A 

specific prayer request? A hand squeeze of under-
standing? Actions like my new elementary school 
principal, Megan Sinisi, having all the meetings held 
upstairs made available to me on Zoom so that I can 
attend without having to climb stairs. Or it may be 
sending a quick text or email with a word of encour-
agement, a song you heard or a Bible verse that 
spoke to you. When you ask God to open your heart 
to the needs of others, be ready. He will! 

Barnabas was a man in the Bible with the gift of en-
couragement. In fact his real name was Joseph, but 
he was called Barnabas, son of encouragement. (Acts 
15:36-41). Barnabas was an unassuming person who 
went to those in need. He gave you his full attention. 
He was “for people.” He would steady you. 
(Encouraging Word Bible, Barnabas, Max Lucado, 
page 1688). 

There are so many ways we can encourage and be 
used by God to strengthen His people. 

“Use me Lord 
Use me for Your service 
Use me Lord; 
Use me to do Your will. 
Now I pray make my life 
count for You each day. 
And now I say, use me Lord today” 
(“Use Me Lord”, Hughes/Prennan 2019) 
Use us Lord each day. Amen. 

– Marlene S. Grunow, prayer ministry 

A Vision of Encouragement cont. from Page 8 

 Ruth Irene Jacobson was baptized into Christ at 
Zion Lutheran Church on July 25, 2021. Ruth is the 
daughter of Brian and Cassilynn Jacobson. Her big 
sister is Parvati Parajuli. 

 



 
 


