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SEEK DISCIPLE MULTIPLY
Inside this issue…

Pastor Paul writes…  
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! With these words we continue to greet one another every 
Sunday of the Easter season. There is a common perception, even among Christians, that once Easter 
Sunday is past, there is not much to celebrate in the Church’s worship life until Christmas rolls 
around again. But that is simply not the reality and for good reason! 
First of all, every Sunday is a celebration of the Lord’s resurrection. Every Sunday is, therefore, a 
mini-Easter! In the time of the early church, the first disciples moved the day of worship from the 
observance of the Sabbath on the seventh day of the week to the celebration of the risen Lord’s Day 
on the first day of the week, in recognition of the resurrection victory, which Jesus accomplished on 

that first Easter Sunday morning. So also today every Sunday is a festival celebration of the victory that the risen Christ 
gives us. Through His Word (and His Sacrament when available), we humbly receive the gifts our Victor gives us by His 
grace: forgiveness of sins, life, and eternal salvation! 
Secondly, the weeks after Easter Sunday provide special opportunities for celebration. On the Second Sunday of Easter, 
we remember how Jesus personally appeared to Thomas to assure him of the reality of His resurrection and to bless 
Thomas with His peace that passes all understanding. On the Third Sunday of Easter, we remember the life-changing 
presence of the risen Christ with the disciples on their way to Emmaus and we rejoice in His daily presence with us on 
our journeys today. On the Fourth Sunday of Easter we rejoice in the good news that Jesus is our Good Shepherd and 
on the Fifth Sunday of Easter we remember that Jesus alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and we rejoice that He 
is preparing a place for each of us to live with Him in glory forever.

Finally, exactly forty days after Jesus rose from the dead, He ascended into heaven (see Luke 24:51 and Acts 1:9). 
Ascension Day itself is always a Thursday, forty days after Easter, and at Zion we celebrate Jesus’ Ascension on the 
following Sunday, the 7th Sunday of Easter. Jesus’ ascension into heaven marked the withdrawal of His visible presence 
in the world, but it also prepared the way for Him to be present with us everywhere His Word is proclaimed and His 
Sacraments administered until He returns again in visible glory. The risen and living Christ is present with us more 
closely now than ever through the ministry of His Holy Spirit that lives in us by 
God’s grace through faith in Christ!
So, Easter Sunday may be behind us this year, but the celebration of the risen Christ 
continues! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! God bless you with His Easter 
peace and joy in the risen Christ!
            
Pastor Paul

May 2020
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Discipleship Opportunities

Zion noiZ
Zion noiZ contains the information we want to make noise about, to celebrate, to invite others, to tell the 

world. Notice the way that it is capitalized, as if a reflection, this reminds us that we are a reflection of Zion: 
what we do and how we conduct ourselves all reflect upon Zion.

LET’S GO OUT AND MAKE SOME NOIZ FOR ZION!

MINISTRY HAPPENS 
DURING SHELTER IN PLACE

While the shelter in place order is in effect, the ministries 
of Zion are going strong. Pastor is emailing, calling, and 
supporting members in many and various ways, preparing 
for worship, recording videos, and so much more. Steve 
is still sending out The Word each day, keeping our social 
media platforms current, send out the Constant Contact 
emails, preparing the worship videos, conducting video 
Confirmation class, and more. Ruth still helps with office 
projects as well. Rob records videos for contemporary 
worship. Flo is keeping our accounting up to date and 
working on the budget. Zion is working and going strong.
We thank everyone for their support so far and we are 
encouraging you to continue to pray for us, contact us with 
encouragement and to support Zion financially. . There 
are several ways in which you can submit your financial 
support. Checks can be mailed to Zion, however the mail 
is not checked every day, as we are sheltering in place as 
well. Giving online is a secure way to submit your offerings 
and tithes. Simply go to www.zionlutheran.net/give, enter 
an amount, select a fund, choose your frequency, and click 
next. If it is your first time giving here, they will ask you for 
your information. You can connect your credit/debit card, 
or any checking/savings account the choice is yours. If you 

are returning, you are asked to login and your financial 
information is automatically saved from your previous visit, 
which you have the opportunity to change.
Praise God that Zion is a church without walls! We 
can reach people with God’s Word in a variety of ways. 
Remember “you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9
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JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH 

YOUTH NEWS
What to do? What to do? Many of us are asking this very 
question everyday. So over answer it by playing video games 
for hours on end. Maybe those are online shooter games, 
maybe it is hours and hours of Animal Crossing, as you 
build and develop your island. Sam and Tasha complain 
at me for not playing and doing anything for the island. 
Well, we only have on Switch and they have it all the time. 
Maybe it is doing puzzles, so easy, some are challenging. 
Playing card games or board games with your family. Who 
is the Master of All Catan? Reading books for fun. Oh yeah, 
I almost forgot you are going to school online! This means 
something different for each of you as it depends on your 
teachers and your schools.
While these are all good and fun. There are lots of other 
things that you can do as well. You can worship with Zion! 
Any time! Go listen to a sermon of just even some of the 
songs. While Zion is “live” Sunday mornings are the regular 
times 8:30 and 11. But I have found that many of Zion’s 
members like to worship on their own schedule. Several have 
even admitted to worshiping in their pajamas while drinking 
their coffee. 
What else can you do? How about improving your Bible 
literacy. Look up some good Bible maps. See just how far 
some of these places are from each other. Remember they 
walked, sailed, may rode a horse or donkey. How about the 
prophet who walks hundreds of miles, just to have God 

send him back right away! Walking both ways. Look up and 
discover who some of the people with unique names in the 
Bible are and who they are related to and how they fit in. 
Too much work? Download an audio version of the Bible 
and add it to your podcast queue. Listen to scripture for 20 
or 30 minutes at a time. You know it was written to be read 
aloud. If you are free you could even join the Zoom Bible 
Study at 10:00am on Wednesdays. 
Some people joined in the Virtual Easter Egg Hunt the 
top person had the initials MM and found 44 Easter eggs 
in the five minutes. The Sunday School/Kids’ Church kids 
were mailed Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday and He is Risen 
candy bars for Easter.
Confirmation classes have been via Skype or Zoom since 
it all began. We are in a wait and see situation as far as 
Confirmation Questioning and Confirmation Sunday are 
concerned. These were scheduled for May 2nd and 3rd. We 
need to pray for the Confirmands (Mae and Nolan) as the 
continue to prepare of their question and they wait patiently 
for the Rite of Confirmation. The Questioning will be May 
2nd via Zoom watch your email for more details.
There are lots of things that you can do to strengthen your 
faith during this time. Even go play games on the Zion app.
 Stay safe and see you soon!
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EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Pastor is hosting Wednesday Morning Bible Study on Romans 
from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. via a Zoom meeting. 

To join you need to click this link:   https://us04web.zoom.us/j/994739519
A few helpful tips from high schoolers who are using this everyday for class.
 Everyone should mute themselves when not speaking. 
The microphones are very, very sensitive and will pick up any and all background noise. Even quiet background noise.
 It’s helpful to have earphones, headset, or earbuds. This helps eliminate echo when you are not muted. 
Two devices in the same Zoom meeting will cause echo and feedback if they are too close to one another. 
 Muting/Unmuting
The small microphone icon in the bottom left when clicked will mute you. If it has a red line through it that means you are muted.
Additionally, in gallery view you can mute/unmute yourself at the upper right hand corner of your own small video box
You can test your connection anytime before Wednesday by clicking the link. You can check you speaker volume and your 
microphone settings and following the prompts on the screen. 
This works on PCs, Macs, tablets and phones.
You will need to download the free Zoom Cloud Meeting app for your tablet or phone. (First time only)

A NOTE FOR NEWSLETTER
Dear Mama And Baba Tim , I greeting you in the Name of Jesus, we are now working with A life Jesus, 
Dear Mama Dear Baba , the world is stop God want to give new world soon , nothing move to other, like no flights to one 
country to other, we don’t see something like this in my life we don’t know what happens, 
But we thank God we are Safe here Tanzania we have few numbers of this corona virus, we have now 44 people is our report 
tell us and we have two people died until now,
But this is happening in Dar city, 
In Moshi town and Mwika we have no any people still now discovered that he or she has corona virus, we thank God for 
that real , we stay home our children play only home , we thank you for your Prayers and we always pray for you too, our 
God protect you and your family and all friends, we pray for the People of Zion church too that God can protect with his 
blood of his Son Jesus, we all say Sorry for those who loose there Family members and all who loos there Friend, 
We have to pray and follow the rules, 
We love you and we continual to pray for you, 
Your son,  James “
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Multiply Disciples

A WALK WITH A HELPER
“If you love Me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; 
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to You.” (John 
14:15-18 NKJV)
After Jesus washed the feet of His disciples before the crucifixion, He knew that they were troubled and concerned about 
the times ahead. Jesus promised them a helper. A comforter. A paraclete (Greek paraclétos) – an Encourager. (Preface Max 
Lucado Encouraging word Bible v) Most of Jesus’ disciples fled when confronted by soldiers. Those that stayed betrayed 
Him.
John took care of His mother, but Jesus was so utterly alone as He hung on the cross. Jesus’ disciples were trying to figure 
out what was happening, Jesus expressed to them that it would be better for Him to ascend to Heaven to be with His Father, 
so that He could then send the Holy Spirit to them. (John 16:5-11) “But If I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin.”
What exactly does this Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit is a co-equal part of the Holy Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Why do we need this part of the Trinity? Martin Luther explains in His Small Catechism, in the third article of the Apostles’ 
Creed: “I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Ghost has 
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith!”
Our ability to believe in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, comes from the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4-11). Our ability to come 
to the Father in prayer is also from the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26-27). “Likewise the Spirit also helps us in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us!” The Holy 
Spirit helps us to pray, to worship and believe. The Holy Spirit is also an encourager and a comforter. John 14:26: “But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things, and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.” Jesus tells His disciples in the Upper Room the night before His death. Guide, Helper, Tutor, 
Encourager; all that and more in the Third Person of the Holy Trinity.
Every time we believe and praise God, we are giving testimony to the power of the Holy Spirit. He keeps us on the correct 
path. “For I have taught you in the way of wisdom, I have led you in the right paths.” (Proverbs 4:11) “The Holy Spirit is 
God. He is equal to and synonymous with the Father and the Son. But He plays a different role. He lives in you, so you are 
never alone. When you struggle with feelings of pain and depression, the Holy Spirit comforts you. When you’re listening 
hard for God’s voice, the Holy Spirit speaks to you. When you’re down to your last ounce of strength, the Holy Spirit lifts 
and carries you.” (Before Amen – Max Lucado)

When we daily walk with Jesus, let’s give thanks to God for the help of the Holy Spirit!
“Come down, O Love divine; Seek Thou this soul of mine,

And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing.
O Comforter, draw near; within my heart appear,

And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing.”
       LSB 501 Come Down, O Love Divine 

Marlene S. Grunow
Prayer Ministry


